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Archbishop Archbishop Archbishop Archbishop Archbishop      Speaks....Speaks....Speaks....Speaks....Speaks....

1

WHAT IS ESSEWHAT IS ESSEWHAT IS ESSEWHAT IS ESSEWHAT IS ESSENTIAL ABOUNTIAL ABOUNTIAL ABOUNTIAL ABOUNTIAL ABOUT THE CHURCH?T THE CHURCH?T THE CHURCH?T THE CHURCH?T THE CHURCH?

The nation has been under lockdown since 24th March 2020. Now
that two months have passed by, we are progressively returning to our
normal life schedules. This of course with much caution, given the fact
that the threat of a second wave of the pandemic still looms real and
large. This process of deconfinement that we are in, has raised some
unusual debates that concerns our spiritual lives too. The president of
the United States recently noted that Churches and other houses of
worship should be recognised as essential services and therefore
should be allowed to open. In India, there is an increase in the number
of people who question the opening of certain shops and other services
while churches, temples and mosques remain closed.

Beyond these controversies, one interesting question that we can
pose to ourselves is: Are churches essential services? For us Christians,
the answer is evidently “yes”. However, we have an interesting point of
reflection around another related question: what is essential about
the Church? In the post-modern context, characterised by the “loss of
sense of sacred”, what is the relevance of spirituality to our personal,
family and social lives? In short, why do we need God, religion and
spirituality?

Pope Benedict XVI, in his Apostolic Letter, Ubicumque et semper
(2010), noted that, while recent technological advancements may have
had a positive impact on the material quality of life, they have had a
deleterious effect on the spiritual quality of life. He underlined that the
“loss of the sense of the sacred,” has corrupted the Christian belief in
a person God and thus led to the advance of “godlessness” in our
societies. Pope Benedict is indicating a profound challenge that our
society and the Church is facing today: a discontinuity between the
material and spiritual quotients of our lives.

In the 1970s, intelligence quotient (IQ) was thought to be the only
valid form of intelligence. Then fast forward to 1990s, we were
introduced to the concept of emotional intelligence (EQ) that stressed
that the way we deal with our emotions is also a valid and important
form of intelligence, even as important as our IQ. Now in the recent
years, we have been hearing of another form of intelligence: the spiritual
quotient (SQ). SQ is defined as our most fundamental intelligence. It is
what we use to develop our capacity for meaning, vision and value. It
allows us to dream and to strive. It underlies the things we believe in
and the role our beliefs and values play in the actions that we take.

A human person is not just his mind and his emotions but there is
a deeper spiritual dimension in each one of us. No matter whether we
belong to a religion or not, we all have a spiritual quotient that is
fundamental to our personhood. Thus, to become a truly integrated,
wholistic person, we need to realise the spiritual quotient of our
personality. Religious traditions seem to assure us of a way to become
spiritual people and it is in this regard that Churches are essential
services to us.We work hard for our material needs. We train ourselves
to improve our IQ. We socialise to entertain ourselves. We search for
emotional outlets to deal with our EQ. But, what about our SQ? How do
we address the needs of our spiritual quotient? How do we let our
spiritual dimension express itself? This is where, spirituality and religion
become essential services. So, yes Churches are essential services
because spirituality is an essential need of our lives. What food is to
the body, spirituality is to the spirit. St Augustine prayed, “O Holy Spirit,
descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this
neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy cheerful beams.” He also
wrote, “Who can map out the various forces at play in one soul? Man
is a great depth, O Lord. The hairs of his head are easier by far to count
than his feeling, the movements of his heart.” Nothing fills the grandeur
of our spiritual dimension, as the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

A caution: what is essential to address this spiritual quotient of our
lives is not just the Church building. What is also essential is the faith,
the community of believers, the prayers, the liturgy, the experience of
grace, the commitment to love, the determination to discern the will
of God, etc., Spirituality is never a private affair nor is it merely a cultic
affair. It involves a certain transcendence. Spirituality challenges us to
go beyond ourselves and Churches are places that assure us of this
experience of transcendence : an openness to the divine, the joy of
relating to the brother or sister praying next to me, the power of the
Word of God that adds meaning to my life through and beyond the
ordinary events and things in our lives. In this month of June, as we
celebrate the feast of the Sacred heart of Jesus, let us reflect on this
spiritual dimension of our human lives. Let us ask the grace flowing
from the wounds of the Sacred heart to fill the neglected spiritual needs
of our inmost being. We shall ask the merciful heart of Jesus to realise
that God is our basic need. May the Immaculate Heart of Mary, inspire
us in this experience of our spiritual quotient.

With prayerful wishes,

+ Most Rev Dr George Antonysamy
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore
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,iw ,NaRtpy; md;ghHe;j rNfhju rNfhjhpfNs!

fle;j khHr; khjk; 24-k; Njjpad;W Jtq;fp ekJ ehl;by;
KOtJkhf Culq;F cj;juit filgpbj;J tUfpNwhk;. ,uz;L
khjq;fs; fle;J tpl;l epiyapy; jw;NghJ ,ay;G tho;f;iff;F
nkJthf jpUk;gpf; nfhz;bUf;fpNwhk;. Nfhtpl;-19 vd;Dk; Nghplhpy;
,uz;lhk; miy vd;w rhj;jpak; ngUk; Mgj;jhf ek;ik vjpH
Nehf ;f pa pUf ;Fk ; e piyapy ; Culq ;F vd;Dk ; ghJfhg ;G
XOq;FKiwapd; jsHit vr;rhpf;ifNahL ifahs;tJ fhyj;jpd;
mtrpakhf ,Uf;fpwJ. ,j;jUzj;jpy; ekJ Md;kPf tho;it
rk;ge;jg;gl;l rpy Nfs;tpfSk; vOe;J nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd.
Myaq;fSk;> topghl;L jyq;fSk;> mj;jpahtrpa Njitfs; vd;gjhy;
mitfSk; ,aq;Ftjw;Fhpa mDkjpia juNtz;Lnkd;W mnkhpf;f
[dhjpgjp mz;ikapy; fUj;J ntspapl;lhH. mNj Nghd;W ek;Kila
ehl;bYk; kjtopghl;L jyq;fs; %bapUf;Fk; epiyapy; gpw Nritfs;
mDkjpf;fg;gLtJ Nfs;tpf;Fs;shfg;gl;L tUfpwJ. ,e;j rHr;irfis
jhz;b ek;ik vjpHNehf;fpapUf;Fk; Nfs;tp> topghl;L jyq;fs;
mj ;j pahtrpa Njitah? vd;w mbg ;gil Nfs;tpahFk ; .
fpwp];JtHfshfpa ekf;F ek;Kila topghl;L jyq;fshd Myaq;fs;
mj;jpahtrpaNk vd;gjpy; re;Njfkpy;iy. vd;whYk; ,e;j Nfs;tpia
njhlHe;J vOk; kw;nwhU Nfs;tp ek;Kila rpe;jidf;F tha;g;ghf
mike;jpUf;fpd;wJ. ek;Kila Myaq;fspd; mtrpak; vd;d? ehk;
thOk; gpe;ija etPd fhyj;jpd; ,iwik kw;Wk; Gdpjj;jpd;
Kf;fpaj;Jtj;ij ehk; ,oe;J tUfpNwhk;.

,d;iwa #oypy; ek;Kila jdpg;gl;l FLk;g> r%f tho;tpy;
Md;kPfj;jpd; mtrpak; vd;d? RUq;f nrhy;ypd; ,d;iwf;F ekf;F
flTSk;> kjKk;> Md;kPfKk; vjw;fhf? jpUj;je;ij 16-k; MrPHthjg;gH
jd;Dila jpUj;J}Jt klyhd> ‘Ubicumque et semper (2010)’ vd;Dk;
klypy; $Wfpwhh;> ‘njhopy; El;g tsHr;rpfs; ek;Kila tho;f;if
Kiwapy; kpfg;nghpa khw;wj;ij Vw;gLj;jpdhYk; $l> ek;Kila
Md;kPf tho;tpd; juk; Fiwe;J tUfpd;wJ. ,d;iwa fhyr;#oypy;
,iwikia ehk; kwe;J tpl;ljhy;> ,iwtd; vd;w egH kPjhd
ek;Kila fpwp];Jt tpRthrj;jpy; jsHtile;J ,d;W ek;Kila
r%fq;fs;> ,iwikaw;w r%fq;fshf khwpf; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd.
ek;Kila r%fKk;> jpUmitAk; vjpHNehf;fpapUf;Fk; xU
Kf;fpakhd rthiy jpUj;je;ij ,q;F tpthpf;fpd;whH. mJ ek;Kila
jpdrhp tho;Tf;Fk; Md;kPf tho;Tf;FkpilNa Vw;gl;bUf;Fk; gpsT.
1970-fspy; Ez;zwpit kl;LNk cz;ikahd mwpthf fUjp
te;Njhk;.

Mdhy; 1990-fspy; czHTrhH mwpT vd;w Gjpa nrhy; tof;fk;
njhlq;fpaJ. ehk; ek;Kila czHTfis vt;thW MSik
jd;ikNahL mZFfpNwhk; vd;gJ Ez;zwpTf;F <lhd
mwpTj;jpwdhf rpj;jhpf;fg;gl;lJ. fle;j rpy Mz;Lfspy; Ez;zwpT>
czHTrhH mwpT ,itapy;yhky; ,d;ndhU tifahd mwpTk;
tpthpf;fg;gLfpd;wJ. ,ij Md;kPf mwpT vd;W toq;Ffpd;Nwhk;.
ek;Kila tho;tpd; nghUis> ,yf;if> kjpg;ig mwpe;J
tho ;f ;ifapd; Fwpf ;Nfhis miltjw;Fhpa rf ;j piaAk; >
ek;gpf;ifiaAk;> kjpg;gPLfisAk; ekf;F nfhLg;gJ ,e;j Md;kPf

mwpT. kdpjd; mwpTk; czHTk; ,ize;j fyit kl;Lky;y. ek;
xt;nthUthpYk; Md;kPfKk; mbg;gil mq;fkhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ.  ehk;
ve;j kjj;ij rhHe;jhYk;> flTis Fwpj;j ek; ek;gpf;if vJthf
,Ue;jhYk;> ek; xt;nthUthpYk; ,e;j Md;kPf mwpT xU Kf;fpakhd
gq;F tfpf;fpd;wJ. vdNt> KjpHr;rp tha;e;j xUq;fpize;j kdpjdhf
,Uf;f tpUk;gpdhy; ek;kpy; Ez;zwpTk;> czHr;rp mwpTk;> Md;kPf
mwpTk; rhpahd fyitahf ,ize;jpUj;jy; mtrpak;. Mf> Md;kPf
mwpT vd;gJ kdpjdpy; mbg;gil Njit vd;gjhy; kjKk;>
Md;kPfKk;> mj;jpahtrpa Njitahf khWfpwJ. ek;Kila nghUs;
rhHe;j Njitfis G+Hj;jp nra;a ehk; tUe;jp ciof;fpd;Nwhk;. ek;
jpwikfis tsh;j;J nfhs;sTk;> Ez;zwpit ngUf;fp nfhs;sTk;
fy;tp ekf;F cjTfpd;wJ. ek;Kila czHTfis ntspg;gLj;j>
newpg;gLj;j ekf;F cwTfs; cjtpahf ,Uf;fpd;wd. Mdhy;
ek;Kila Md;kPf mwpit ngUf;f> Md;kPf Njitia eptHj;jp
nra;a ehk; vd;d nra;fpNwhk;. Md;kPfk; vd;Dk; ek;Kila mbg;gil
kdpj ghpkhzj;jpy; ehk; vt;thW ntspg;gLj;Jfpd;Nwhk;. ,q;F jhd;
Md;kPfKk;> kjKk;> topghLk;  mtrpa Njitfshfpd;wd. clYf;F
czT Kf;fpakhtJ Nghy; Md;khTf;F Md;kPfk; mtrpakhfpwJ.
vdNt jhd; Gdpj mF];jpdhH nrgpj;jhh;> ‘X ghpRj;j MtpNa> vd;
,jaj;ij KOikahf epug;g ,wq;fp thUk;. Gwf;fzpf;fg;gl;l ,Us;
gbe;j vd; tho;tpd; mq;fq;fis ckJ kfpo;r;rp jUk; xspf;fjpHfshy;
epug;Gk;’. NkYk; mtH vOJfpwhH> ‘ek;Kila Md;khit ,af;Ffpd;w
rf;jpfis czuf; $batH ahH? Mz;ltNu kdpjdpd; Mok; nghpJ?
,jaj;jpd; jd;ikfisAk;> khw;wq;fisak; mwpe;J nfhs;tij tpl
jiyKbia vz;zp tpLtJ RygkhFk;. Mk;> Mokhd ek;Kila
Md;kPf tho;tpay; ghpkhzj;ij J}aMtpapd; rf;jpahy; kl;LNk
czu KbAk;’.

vdpDk; xU vr;rhpf;if. ,e;j Md;kPf mwpit tsHj;Jf;
nfhs ;tjw ;F Myak ; vd;Dk ; fl ;blk ; kl ;Lk ; NghjhJ.
mj;jpahtrpakhdJ jpUmit vd;Dk; fl;blk; kl;Lky;y> ekJ
ek;gpf;if. ek;gpf;if nfhz;Nlhhpd; FOk nrgk;> jpUtopghL> mUspd;
mDgtk;> md;G Nritf;fhd mHg;gzk;> ,iwjpUTsj;ij NjHe;J
njspAk; kdj;jplk; ,itAk; mtrpaq;fNs.

Md;kPf tho;T vd;gJ xUthpd; jdpg;gl;l fyhr;rhuNkh> rlq;F
rk;gpujhaNkh kl;Lky;y. midj;ijAk; fle;j ,iwikia Fwpj;jJ
Md;kPfk;. ,iwtDf;F kdf;fjTfis jpwe;J ek; mUfpy; epd;W
nrg pf ;Fk ;  rNfhju rNfhjh pfSld; cwtpy ;  ,izj;J
,iwthHj;ijapd; rf;jpahy; tho;tpw;F mHj;jk; NrHj;jNy tho;tpd;
,ay;Gfisj; jhz;b ek;ik mioj;J nry;Yk; Md;kPf mDgtk;.

jpU,Uja Mz;lthpd; jpUtpohit ehk; nfhz;lhLk; ,e;j
[_d; khjj;jpy; ekJ Gdpj tho;tpd; Kf;fpakhd mq;fkhd ,e;j
Md;kPf mwpit Fwpj;J ehk; rpe;jpg;Nghk;. ,NaRtpd; jpU,Ujaj;jpd;
jpUf;fhaq;fspypUe;J topAk; mUs;> ek;Kila Md;kPf Njitfis
epug;g nrgpg;Nghk;. Md;kPfk; vd;Dk; mj;jpahtrpa Njitia
jpU,Ujaj;jpd; ,uf;fk; eptHj;jp nra;a Ntz;LNthk;. md;id
khpahspd; khrw;w jpU,Ujak; ek;Kila Md;kPf mwptpd;
mDgtj;jpy; ekf;F Jiz epw;gjhf.

,iwahrPH

+ + + + + NguhaH [hH[; me;NjhzprhkpNguhaH [hH[; me;NjhzprhkpNguhaH [hH[; me;NjhzprhkpNguhaH [hH[; me;NjhzprhkpNguhaH [hH[; me;Njhzprhkp

jpUmitapd; mj;jpahtrpak;
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OFFICIAL  NOTIFICATIONSOFFICIAL  NOTIFICATIONSOFFICIAL  NOTIFICATIONSOFFICIAL  NOTIFICATIONSOFFICIAL  NOTIFICATIONS
07 06 2020 The Most Holy Trinity - Solemnity
11 06 2020 St Barnabas,  Apostle
13 06 2020 St Antony of Padua
14 06 2020 The Most Precious Body and Blood of Christ - Solemnity

19 06 2020 The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus - Solemnity
24 06 2020 The Nativity of St John the Baptist - Solemnity
29 06 2020 Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles - Solemnity
03 07 2020 St Thomas, the Apostle of India - Solemnity

NNNNN.B.:.B.:.B.:.B.:.B.: 1. The collection for Peter Pence which traditionally taken in
the month of June will be made all over the word on the XXVII Sunday
of Ordinary Time, on 4th October 2020, the day dedicated to St Francis
of Assisi. His Holiness Pope Francis has made this announcement in
view of the current emergency health situation and the closure of
churches to the faithful in several countries. This collection is needed
for the Universal Ministry of the Holy Father.

 2. All the Engagements of our Archbishop for June 2020 stand
cancelled. In course of further developments on the present
situation, appointments will be accepted.

PRAYERFUL WISHES ON YOUR BIRTHDAYPRAYERFUL WISHES ON YOUR BIRTHDAYPRAYERFUL WISHES ON YOUR BIRTHDAYPRAYERFUL WISHES ON YOUR BIRTHDAYPRAYERFUL WISHES ON YOUR BIRTHDAY
Rev Fr Sandiyagu E 01 06 1973
Rev Fr Thomas A 03 06 1969
Rev Fr Mathew K T 05 06 1950
Rev Fr Bosco D F 09 06 1956
Rev Fr Thanga Kumar 11 06 1973
Rev Fr Ambrose C C 12 06 1957
Rev Fr Anthony Raj T 12 06 1974
Rev Fr Jude Rajesh M 14 06 1974
Rev Fr Francis Xavier B K 16 06 1961
Rev Fr Louis Mathias 17 06 1969
Rev Fr Maria John Bosco 18 06 1977
Rev Fr Peter Jerard M L 20 06 1969
Rev Fr Harry Williams J 20 06 1979
Rev Fr Arokia Velankanni Stalin R 23 06 1979
Rev Fr Gilbert Joe 27 06 1971
Rev Fr Charles Anandaraj 27 06 1988
Rev Fr Regan Manuel Raj I 06 07 1983

Rev Fr Kurian V Nelappana 04 06 1996
Rev Fr Lucio Fernandes 09 06 1966
Rev Fr J B Patrick 10 06 1972
Rev Fr Jacob Vettichirayil 10 06 1987
Rev Msgr D’Sa 19 06 1985
Rev Fr S Arul 19 06 1996
Rev Fr Thomas Charath 19 06 2004
Rev Fr Joseph Thyparambil 24 06 2002
Rev Fr Philip Manathra 25 06 2006
Rev Msgr A J Adaikalam 26 06 1987
Rev Fr Chacko Perumanoor 27 06 2016

May their Souls rest in peace!

Rev Fr T Anthony Raj      02 06 2000

Congratulations and Prayerful Wishes!

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARYORDINATION ANNIVERSARYORDINATION ANNIVERSARYORDINATION ANNIVERSARYORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

NECROLOGYNECROLOGYNECROLOGYNECROLOGYNECROLOGY

OB I TUARYOB I TUARYOB I TUARYOB I TUARYOB I TUARY
Rev Fr Roche Chinnappa, Parish Priest of St Paul’s Church,

Thiruvottiyur lost his beloved brother Mr Annaiyan,  aged 51, on 4th

May 2020. The Funeral Mass was held on 05-05-2020 at L N Puram,
Padalam, Diocese of Chingleput. The Archdiocese offers heartfelt
condolences to Rev Fr Roche Chinnappa and his family members. We
pray that the Lord may grant the deceased eternal rest.

Archdiocese offers condolences on the demise of Rev Fr Charles
Antony, aged 67 years, (ministering in the Diocese of Tuticorin), at his
family residence in Aynavaram, Chennai. May the soul of the zealous
priest rest in peace. Our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family.

 May their  souls rest in peace !

The WThe WThe WThe WThe Waaaaay of the Heary of the Heary of the Heary of the Heary of the Hearttttt:::::   We pray that all those who suffer may find
their way in life, allowing themselves to be touched by the Heart of
Jesus.
ew;nra;jp mwptpg ;gpw ;fhd nrgf;fUj;J - ,jaj;jpd; top:ew;nra;jp mwptpg ;gpw ;fhd nrgf;fUj;J - ,jaj;jpd; top:ew;nra;jp mwptpg ;gpw ;fhd nrgf;fUj;J - ,jaj;jpd; top:ew;nra;jp mwptpg ;gpw ;fhd nrgf;fUj;J - ,jaj;jpd; top:ew;nra;jp mwptpg ;gpw ;fhd nrgf;fUj;J - ,jaj;jpd; top:
Jd;gg;gLgtHfs; midtUk; tho;f;ifapy; jq;fs; topiaf;
fz;Lgpbj;J> ,NaRtpd; ,Ujaj;jhy; jq;fisj; njhl mDkjpf;Fk;
gb kd;whLfpNwhk;.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION - JUNE 2020HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION - JUNE 2020HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION - JUNE 2020HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION - JUNE 2020HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION - JUNE 2020
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Loving God,
Creator of Heaven, of earth and of all that they contain.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,
so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to the needy in these difficult times,
especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity in addressing
the consequences of this global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing the changes geared to the search
for the common good.
Now more than ever, may we be able to feel that we are all
inter-connected and interdependent.
Make sure that we succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the earth and to the cry of the poor.
May the present sufferings be the birth pangs of a
more fraternal and sustainable world.
We pray to You through Christ Our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians.

Amen.

A SPECIAL YEAR OF LAUDATO SI’A SPECIAL YEAR OF LAUDATO SI’A SPECIAL YEAR OF LAUDATO SI’A SPECIAL YEAR OF LAUDATO SI’A SPECIAL YEAR OF LAUDATO SI’
MAY 24, 2020 - MAY 24, 2021MAY 24, 2020 - MAY 24, 2021MAY 24, 2020 - MAY 24, 2021MAY 24, 2020 - MAY 24, 2021MAY 24, 2020 - MAY 24, 2021

PRAYER FOR THE SPECIAL YEAR OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF LAUDATO SI’PRAYER FOR THE SPECIAL YEAR OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF LAUDATO SI’PRAYER FOR THE SPECIAL YEAR OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF LAUDATO SI’PRAYER FOR THE SPECIAL YEAR OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF LAUDATO SI’PRAYER FOR THE SPECIAL YEAR OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF LAUDATO SI’

 NEWS FROM THE CHURCH NEWS FROM THE CHURCH NEWS FROM THE CHURCH NEWS FROM THE CHURCH NEWS FROM THE CHURCH

1. On 5 May, 2020, the Holy Father Pope Francis received in
audience Cardinal Angelo Becciu, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints. During the Audience, Pope Francis authorised the
same Congregation to promulgate the Decrees concerning:

- the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Francesco Caruso, Priest
of the Archdiocese of Catanzaro-Squillace; born in Gasperina, Italy, on
December 7, 1879 and died there on October 18, 1951;

- the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Carmelo De Palma, Priest
of the Archdiocese of Bari-Bitonto; born in Bari, Italy, on 27 January
1876 and died there on 24 August 1961;

- the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Francis Barrecheguren
Montagut, professed Priest of the Congregation of the Most Holy
Redeemer; born in Lérida (Spain) on 21 August 1881 and died in
Granada, Spain, on 7 October 1957;

- the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Maria de la Concepción
Barrecheguren y García, a laywoman; born in Granada, Spain, on 27
November 1905 and died there on 13 May 1927;

- the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Matteo Farina, a layman;
born in Avellino, Italy, on 19 September 1990 and died in Brindisi,
Italy, on 24 April 2009.

- Upcoming beatifications are postponed due to the necessary
measures taken in response to the coronavirus emergency, and at the
request of the bishops concerned, the beatifications for the following
Venerable Servants of God have been postponed:

- Lucia dell’Immacolata, born Maria Ripamonti (scheduled for 9 May
2020)

- Marie Louise of the Blessed Sacrament (scheduled for 16 May
2020)

- CayetanoGiménezMartìn and 15 Companions (scheduled for 23
May 2020)

- Cardinal Stefan Wyszyñski (scheduled for 7 June 2020)
- Sandra Sabattini (scheduled for 14 June 2020)New dates for the

beatifications have not yet been set. 

2. The Vatican Publishing House (LibreriaEditriceVaticana “LEV”),
with the Dicastery for Communication, has released a new volume of
Pope Francis’s writings, focusing on the Holy Father’s reflections on
human relationships – the relationships that exist between people

Quotes of Pope Francis......
Truly human communication must build communion

Let Lives Be Warmed & Illuminated by Holy Spirit God Poured into

Our Hearts

The Holy Spirit transforms us into a Church-womb of mercy, that

is, into a “mother with a heart open” to all

New global threats require new forms of unity and solidarity

We Are Not Insignificant, But Each the Child of a Great King

     The Enthronement is the recognition of the Royal Power of Jesus
Christ over the family which pledges to live in union with the Sacred
Heart by love, grace and obedience to His Commandments.

ACTIVITY OF THE MONTHACTIVITY OF THE MONTHACTIVITY OF THE MONTHACTIVITY OF THE MONTHACTIVITY OF THE MONTH::::: SACRED HEART ENTHRONEMENT SACRED HEART ENTHRONEMENT SACRED HEART ENTHRONEMENT SACRED HEART ENTHRONEMENT SACRED HEART ENTHRONEMENT
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created in the image of God on 24th May 2020. Entitled “Diverse and
United: I communicate, therefore I am”, the new book is part of the
“eeeeexxxxxccccchange of gifhange of gifhange of gifhange of gifhange of gifts”ts”ts”ts”ts” series from LEV that gathers the Pope’s texts and
speeches on various topics, together with never-before-published material.
The series has an ecumenical focus, with most volumes including a preface
written by a representative of one of the non-Catholic Churches or Ecclesial
Communities.

3. The Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization
announces that Pope Francis is to join Marian sanctuaries across the world,
to pray to the Virgin Mary for help amidst the pandemic. “Devoted and
with one accord to prayer, together with Mary (cf. Acts 1:14)”. On this
theme Pope Francis will lead the recitation of the Rosary on Saturday 30
May,2020 joining the Marian Shrines of the world which, due to the health
emergency, have had to interrupt their normal activities and
pilgrimages.The Pope will once again be close to humanity in prayer, to
ask the Virgin Mary for help amid the pandemic.

4. All Christian denominations in India have decided to pray together
for their nation on May 31st 2020, the feast of Pentecost.The program
includes praying for “the unsung heroes,” who fight the coronavirus such
as doctors, nurses and healthcare workers. The Christians in India will
also pray for police and other law and order enforcing personals, grocers,
truckers, farmers, those maintaining supply of electricity, water and other
essential services. At 12 noon, bells in all churches and Christian
institutions would be rung while Christians will sing the song “How great
thou art” from wherever they are. They would also say the Our Father
prayer for the nation. The prayer program would conclude with the National
Anthem.

5. On May 26, 2020, the Holy Father Francis received in audience
His Eminence Cardinal Angelo Becciu, prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints. During the audience, the Supreme Pontiff authorized
the same Congregation to promulgate the Decrees regarding:

- the miracle, attributed to the intercession of Blessed Cesare de Bus,
priest, Founder of the Congregation of the Fathers of Christian Doctrine
(Doctrinari); born on February 3, 1544 in Cavaillon (France) and died in
Avignon (France) on April 15, 1607;

- the miracle, attributed to the intercession of Blessed Charles de
Foucauld (known as Charles of Jesus), diocesan priest; born in Strasbourg
(France) on 15 September 1858 and died in Tamanrasset (Algeria) on 1
December 1916;

- the miracle, attributed to the intercession of Blessed Maria
DomenicaMantovani, Co-founder and first Superior General of the Institute
of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family; born on November 12, 1862 in
Castelletto di Brenzone (Italy) and died there on February 2, 1934;

- the miracle, attributed to the intercession of the Venerable Servant
of God Michael McGivney, Diocesan Priest, Founder of the Order of the
Knights of Columbus; born on August 12, 1852 in Waterbury (United
States of America) and died in Thomaston (United States of America)
on August 14, 1890;

- the miracle, attributed to the intercession of the Venerable Servant
of God Pauline Maria Jaricot, Founder of the Works of the “Society for
the Propagation of the Faith” and the “Living Rosary”; born on July 22,
1799 in Lyon (France) and died there on January 9, 1862;

- the martyrdom of the Servants of God Simeon Cardon and 5
companions, professed religious of the Cistercian Congregation of
Casamari; killed in Casamari, in hatred of the Faith, between 13 and
16 May 1799;

- the martyrdom of the Servant of God CosmaSpessotto (in the
world: Sante), a professed priest of the Order of Friars Minor; born in
Mansué (Italy) and killed in San Juan Nonualco (El Salvador), in hatred
of the Faith, on June 14, 1980.

6. Pope Francis on May 24th 2020, marked the fifth anniversary
of the Encyclical Laudato Si’, his call for the care of the earth and the
poor. He also announced a special Year of Laudato Si’, which will run
through to May 24th 2021 with several initiatives, including the Season
of Creation. Msgr. Bruno-Marie Duffé, Secretary of the Dicastery for
Integral Human Development, has just published a letter inviting
Catholics around the world to participate in the Season of Creation.
The letter warmly invites the Church to “join the ecumenical family in
celebrating the Season of Creation, the annual celebration that takes
place from September 1st 2020, the World Day of Prayer for Creation,
to October 4th 2020, the Feast of St Francis of Assisi.”

,e;jpa fpwp];Jt kWkyHr;rp ,af;fk;

  ekJ NguhaH mDkjp toq;fpajpd; ngahpy;> ,e;jpa fpwp];Jt
kWkyHr;rp ,af;fj;jpd; (CRMI) rhHghf Nk 17-k; Njjpad;W jiytH
jpU E rhkpehjd; mtHfs; fPor;Nrhp> Nfhtpe;jd;NkL> gz;Z}H Mfpa
,lq;fSf;F Nehpy; nrd;W nghUs; cjtpAk;> gzcjtpAk; nra;jhH.
kw;Wk; Nk 20-k; Njjpad;W mNrhf;efH Gdpj kj;jpah]; Myaj;jpy;
,e;jpa fpwp];Jt kWkyHr;rp ,af;fj;jpd; Md;k ,af;FdH mUs;gzp
[hd; Md;& kq;fs;uh[; mtHfs; jiyikapy; gq;Fj;je;ij mUs;gzp
Foe;ijuh[; OFM Cap mtHfspd; Kd;dpiyapy; kj ghFghL ,y;yhky;
1250 &gha; kjpg;Gs;s mhprp> kspifg; nghUl;fs; 50-f;Fk;
Nkw;gl;ltHfSf;F toq;fg;gl;lJ. Vo;ikapYs;s xU ,e;J
jpUkzj;jpw;F gzcjtp toq;fg;gl;lJ.
150 NgUf;F fgRu FbePH kw;Wk; Kf ftrk; ,e;jpa fpwp];Jt
kWkyHr;rp ,af;fj;jpd; rhHghf toq;fg;gl;lJ. ,jpy; mNrhf;efH>
jukzp> Ntsr;Nrhp> n[gHfhd;Ngl;il> tlgodp> Nf Nf efH>
xl;lfg;ghisak; gFjp kf;fs; gadile;jdH.

jpU E rhkpehjd;
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LITURGICAL OVERVIEW OF THE MONTHLITURGICAL OVERVIEW OF THE MONTHLITURGICAL OVERVIEW OF THE MONTHLITURGICAL OVERVIEW OF THE MONTHLITURGICAL OVERVIEW OF THE MONTH  HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH

The month of June is dedicated to The Sacred Heart of Jesus. This
month falls within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which is
represented by the liturgical colour green. This symbol of hope is the colour
of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the
eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrection.
It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.

FOCUS OF THE LITURFOCUS OF THE LITURFOCUS OF THE LITURFOCUS OF THE LITURFOCUS OF THE LITURGGGGGYYYYY

The readings for the Sundays in June 2020, are taken from St John and St
Matthew and are from Year A, Cycle 2.

June 7 “God so loved the world that he gave his only Trinity
Sunday Son, so that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eternal life.”

June 14I am the living bread that came down from
Corpus Christi Heaven; whoever eats this bread will live
forever.”

June 21  - 12th Sunday “Everyone who acknowledges me before
of Ordinary Time others I will acknowledge before my heavenly
Father.”
June 28  - 13th Sunday “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
of Ordinary Time loses his life for my sake will find it.”

As we begin to feel the warmth of summer, we can reflect as we
celebrate the feasts of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 19) and
the Immaculate Heart of Mary (June 20). God is Love and the Sacred Heart
of Jesus — present on earth in the Blessed Sacrament — is the human
manifestation of God’s Love for men. Appropriately June is considered
the month for weddings where human hearts join and cooperate with the
Creator in bringing forth new life. The family they create is a human
reflection of the Blessed Trinity. Also on June 1 we celebrate the Memorial
of Mary, Mother of the Church. This feast is to be celebrated on the Monday
following Pentecost.

Other principal feasts of this month are St Justin (June 1), 
Sts Marcellinus and Peter (June 2), St Boniface (June 5), 
St Norbert (June 6), St Ephrem (June 9), St Barnabas (June 11), 
St Anthony of Padua (June 13), Sts John Fisher and Thomas More (June
22), the Birth of St John the Baptist (June 24), St Josemaria Escriva (June
26), St Cyril of Alexandria (June 27), the Solemnity of Sts Peter and
Paul (June 29) and the First Martyrs of the Church of Rome (June 30).

The feast of St Romuald (June 19) is superseded by the feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. The feasts of St Aloysius Gonzaga (June 21)
and St Irenaeus (June 28) are superseded by the Sunday liturgy.

Following Pentecost, the Church begins her slow descent from the
great peaks of the Easter Season to the verdant pastures of Ordinary
Time, the longest of the liturgical seasons. Like the lush June growth
all around us, the green of the liturgical season points to the new life
won for us by the Redemption of Jesus Christ, the new life of Charity.
For Our Lord came to cast the fire of His love on the earth, and to that
end, sent His Holy Spirit at Pentecost in the form of tongues of fire.

Ordinary Time is the hour to “go out to all the world and tell the good
news.” The feasts of June highlight this expansion of the Church. At
least ten times, the Church vests in the red of the martyrs whose blood
is the very seed of her growth. She also celebrates the feasts of the
apostles Peter and Paul, and the birth of St John the Baptist, proto-
disciple and prophet.  We too are called to be witnesses like the apostles
and martyrs. May the Heart of Jesus inflame our hearts so that we
may be worthy of our Baptismal call to holiness. Immaculate Heart of
Mary, pray for us.

A TIME OF LOVEA TIME OF LOVEA TIME OF LOVEA TIME OF LOVEA TIME OF LOVE

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAYS - JUNE 2020NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAYS - JUNE 2020NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAYS - JUNE 2020NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAYS - JUNE 2020NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAYS - JUNE 2020

01 June Global Day of Parents/ World Milk Day
05 June World Environment Day
07 June Cancer Survivors Day
08 June World Oceans Day
14 June World Blood Donor Day
17 June World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought
20 June World Refugee Day
21 June International Day of Yoga/Father’s Day/World Music

Day
23 June International Widow’s Day
25 June Day of the Seafarer
26 June International Day in Support of Victims of Torture

International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking

30 June International Asteroid Day
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To my dear Brother
Cardinal Kurt Koch
President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

With his gaze fixed on the horizon of the Jubilee of 2000, Pope
John Paul II desired that the Church, on her journey towards the third
millennium, should be ever mindful of the heartfelt prayer of her
Teacher and Lord “that all may be one” (cf. Jn 17:21). For this reason,
he issued the Encyclical that confirmed “irrevocably” (UUS, 3) the
ecumenical commitment of the Catholic Church. He published it on
the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, placing it under the sign of
the Holy Spirit, the creator of unity in diversity. In that same liturgical
and spiritual context, we now commemorate it, and propose it once
more to the People of God.

The Second Vatican Council recognized that the movement for the
restoration of unity among all Christians “arose by the grace of the
Holy Spirit” (Unitatis Redintegratio, 1). The Council also taught that
the Spirit, while “distributing various kinds of spiritual gifts and
ministries”, is “the principle of the Church’s unity” (ibid., 2). Ut Unum
Sint reaffirmed that “legitimate diversity is in no way opposed to the
Church’s unity, but rather enhances her splendour and contributes
greatly to the fulfilment of her mission” (no. 50). Indeed, “only the
Holy Spirit is able to kindle diversity, multiplicity and, at the same time,
bring about unity… It is he who brings harmony to the Church”, because,
as Saint Basil the Great said, “He himself is harmony” (Homily in the
Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Istanbul, 29 November 2014).

On this anniversary, I give thanks to the Lord for the journey he has
allowed us to travel as Christians in quest of full communion. I too
share the healthy impatience of those who sometimes think that we
can and should do more. Yet we should not be lacking in faith and
gratitude: many steps have been taken in these decades to heal the
wounds of centuries and millennia. Mutual knowledge and esteem
have grown and helped to overcome deeply rooted prejudices.
Theological dialogue and the dialogue of charity have developed, as
well as various forms of cooperation in the dialogue of life, at both the
pastoral and cultural level. At this moment, my thoughts turn to my
beloved Brothers, the heads of the different Churches and Christian
communities, and to all our brothers and sisters of every Christian
tradition who are our companions on this journey. Like the disciples of
Emmaus, may we experience the presence of the risen Christ who walks

POPE COMMEMORATES 25 YEPOPE COMMEMORATES 25 YEPOPE COMMEMORATES 25 YEPOPE COMMEMORATES 25 YEPOPE COMMEMORATES 25 YEARS OF ‘UARS OF ‘UARS OF ‘UARS OF ‘UARS OF ‘UT UT UT UT UT UNNNNNUM SINT’UM SINT’UM SINT’UM SINT’UM SINT’

 GRATEFUL FOR THE P GRATEFUL FOR THE P GRATEFUL FOR THE P GRATEFUL FOR THE P GRATEFUL FOR THE PASASASASAST & HOPEFUL FOR THE FUT & HOPEFUL FOR THE FUT & HOPEFUL FOR THE FUT & HOPEFUL FOR THE FUT & HOPEFUL FOR THE FUTURETURETURETURETURE
1)  Mrs Resnick Rosalin who had been residing at G1, Ram Flats,

Plot No.12 Indira Nagar, Nanmangalam, Chennai - 600 117 who
married to Mr Viyagula Albert on 16th May 2013 at National Shrine of
St Thomas Basilica, Santhome  is here by Summoned to the
Archdiocesan Tribunal of Madras-Mylapore to present herself for
personal hearing as Respondent in the marriage nullity case, registered
by her Husband Mr Viyagula Albert who had been residing at No.34,
Muhtu Street, Santhome, Chennai - 600 004; since her present
whereabouts is not known to her husband, the petitioner in the case.

2)  Mrs Sindhu Mohandas who had been residing at No.5/10,
Jaganathapuram 4th Street, Chennai - 600 031  who married to
Mr I George Fernandez on 6th March 2011 at Holy Trinity Church, Golden
Geroge Nagar, Nerkundram, Chennai - 600 107 is here by Summoned
to the Archdiocesan Tribunal of Madras-Mylapore to present herself
for personal hearing as Respondent in the marriage nullity case,
registered by her Husband Mr I George Fernandez who had been
residing at No.76, Bharathiyar Nagar 2nd Street, Ayapakkam,  Chennai
- 600 077; since her present whereabouts is not known to her husband,
the petitioner in the case.

3)   Mrs F Diana Infant Florence who had been residing at  No.77A,
9th Street, Kamaraj Nagar, Avadi, Chennai - 600 071 who married to
Mr Joseph Jeyakumar Jerald Aravanan on 7th November 2013 at
St Joseph the Worker Church, Susaipuram is here by Summoned to
the Archdiocesan Tribunal of Madras-Mylapore to present herself for
personal hearing as Respondent in the marriage nullity case, registered
by her Husband Mr Joseph Jeyakumar Jerald Aravanan who had been
residing at No.16, Rajus Serenity, Block-1, Flat B, New Natarajapuram,
Aminjikarai,  Chennai - 600 029; since her present whereabouts is not
known to her husband, the petitioner in the case.

NoNoNoNoNottttte:e:e:e:e: If the Respondent fails to respond within one month of this
notice it is informed that she will lose her right to defend her case and
she will be declared absent and the case will proceed according to
Canon law.

Any one who knows the whereabouts of the above person may report
the same to the address below or to your parish priest.

RRRRReeeeev Fv Fv Fv Fv Fr T Anthonr T Anthonr T Anthonr T Anthonr T Anthony Rajy Rajy Rajy Rajy Raj, Judicial Vicar, Metropolitan Tribunal of the
Archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore, No 41, Archbishop’s House,
Santhome, Chennai - 600 004.

Rev Fr  T Anthony Raj
 Judicial Vicar

NEWS  FROM NEWS  FROM NEWS  FROM NEWS  FROM NEWS  FROM THETHETHETHETHE TRIBU TRIBU TRIBU TRIBU TRIBUNAL -  CITATION THROUGH EDICTNAL -  CITATION THROUGH EDICTNAL -  CITATION THROUGH EDICTNAL -  CITATION THROUGH EDICTNAL -  CITATION THROUGH EDICT
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at our side and explains the Scriptures to us. May we recognize him in
the breaking of the bread, as we await the day when we shall share
the Eucharistic table together.

I renew my gratitude to all who have worked and continue to work
in the Dicastery to keep the awareness of this irrevocable goal alive in
the Church. I am especially pleased to recognize two recent initiatives.
The first is an Ecumenical Vademecum for Bishops that will be
published this autumn, as an encouragement and guide for the exercise
of their ecumenical responsibilities. Indeed, the service of unity is an
essential aspect of the mission of every Bishop, who is “the visible
source and foundation of unity” in his own Particular Church (Lumen
Gentium, 23; cf. CIC 383 §3; CCEO 902-908). The second initiative is
the launch of the journal Acta Œcumenica which, by renewing the
Dicastery’s Information Service, is meant to assist all who work in the
service of unity.

On the path that leads to full communion it is important to keep in
mind the progress already made, but equally important to scan the
horizon and ask, with the Encyclical Ut Unum Sint, “Quanta estnobis
via?” (no. 77). One thing is certain: unity is not chiefly the result of our
activity, but a gift of the Holy Spirit. Yet “unity will not come about as a
miracle at the very end. Rather, unity comes about in journeying; the
Holy Spirit does this on the journey” (Homily at the Celebration of
Vespers, Saint Paul Outside the Walls, 25 January 2014). With
confidence, then, let us ask the Holy Spirit to guide our steps and to
enable everyone to hear the call to work for the cause of ecumenism
with renewed vigour. May the Spirit inspire new prophetic gestures
and strengthen fraternal charity among all Christ’s disciples, “that the
world may believe” (Jn 17:21), to the ever greater praise of our Father
in heaven.

From the Vatican, 24 May 2020

FRANCISFRANCISFRANCISFRANCISFRANCIS

A passionate appeal to all Christians to respond to Jesus’ prayer for
the unity of His disciples: Pope John Paul II’s Encyclical helps us to see
the reality of today’s Christian communities with a renewed ecumenical
commitment.

Saint John Paul II’s encyclical Utunumsint - on ecumenical
commitment - was published on 25 May 1995. Twenty-five years later,
it maintains its relevance and its prophetic character. With a forward-
looking gaze, it indicates a goal that still seems far off: the unity of
Christians. It is the desire of Jesus Himself who, before His Passion,
prayed to the Father that His disciples might be one.

The PThe PThe PThe PThe Pope of unityope of unityope of unityope of unityope of unity
Pope John Paul II felt personally felt Jesus’ ardent desire and made

it his own. Ecumenism became one of the priorities of his Pontificate,
because the division of Christians is a scandal that affects the Jesus’
work.”To believe in Christ,” John Paul writes, “means to desire unity”.
It is an act of obedience that broadens the horizons of the heart and
mind. But it was precisely the Pope of unity who suffered the great
pain of schism. Some among the brothers and sisters did not
understand this forward momentum.The document came just seven
years after the illegitimate episcopal ordination conferred by
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, which in 1988 formalized his break with
Rome.

AAAAAccused of relativismccused of relativismccused of relativismccused of relativismccused of relativism
The French traditionalist prelate accused the Polish Pope and the

Second Vatican Council of what he called “false ecumenism”, saying
they destroyed the true faith and led “the Church into ruin and Catholics
into apostasy”. Lefebvre claimed that Providence had entrusted him
with the mission of opposing “modern Rome, infested with
modernism”, so that “Rome may become Catholic again and rediscover
its two-thousand-year old Tradition”. In his view, a “Protestant
conception” of the Mass and the Sacraments had been introduced.
Lefebvre died in 1991. His disciples attacked the Encyclical of John
Paul II because, they said, it not only leads to “dogmatic relativism”,
but de facto contained it. This was a position based on “an incomplete
and contradictory notion of Tradition”, as John Paul had already said
in the Apostolic Letter Ecclesia Dei: incomplete. The Pope says this
notion does not consider that Tradition is alive and growing as it is
handed down from generation to generation, without it being fixed at
a predetermined historical date; and contradictory, because Tradition
can never be separated from communion with the Pope and with
pastors throughout the world.

A PROPHETIC ENCYCLICAL: 25 YEARS OF UT UNUM SINTA PROPHETIC ENCYCLICAL: 25 YEARS OF UT UNUM SINTA PROPHETIC ENCYCLICAL: 25 YEARS OF UT UNUM SINTA PROPHETIC ENCYCLICAL: 25 YEARS OF UT UNUM SINTA PROPHETIC ENCYCLICAL: 25 YEARS OF UT UNUM SINT

jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp!; mth;fspd; bghd;bkhHp...jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp!; mth;fspd; bghd;bkhHp...jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp!; mth;fspd; bghd;bkhHp...jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp!; mth;fspd; bghd;bkhHp...jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp!; mth;fspd; bghd;bkhHp...

 kUj;Jtg; gzpahsHfs; - mz;il tPl;L GdpjHfs;

 ,iwtNdhL gfpUk; NghJ> GJ mHj;jq;fs; gpwf;fpd;wd

 kiwgug;Gg;gzp> tpsk;gu Kaw;rp my;y

 kfpo;r;rpia kw;wtHfSf;F toq;FtJ> gilg;ghw;wy; kpf;f

gz;G

 FLk;gq;fspy; md;G jioj;Njhq;FkhW flTis kd;whLNthk;

 nrgk; vd;gJ tpRthrj;jpd; capH %r;R

tpRthrpfs; vq;F nrd;whYk; ew;nra;jp E}iy vLj;Jr; nry;y

Ntz;Lk;
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Dialogue: a priority that alloDialogue: a priority that alloDialogue: a priority that alloDialogue: a priority that alloDialogue: a priority that allows unews unews unews unews unexpectxpectxpectxpectxpected discoed discoed discoed discoed discovvvvverieserieserieserieseries
The Encyclical looks forward with courage. It indicates dialogue as a

priority and as a necessary step toward discovering the riches of others.
It reviews all the steps taken towards unity with the various Churches
and Christian communities, beginning with the mutual lifting of the
excommunications between Rome and Constantinople, and the
common Christological Declarations with the ancient Churches of the
East. It outlines a path forward that allows “unexpected possibilities”
in the awareness that “legitimate diversity is in no way opposed to the
Church’s unity”. “Intolerant polemics and controversies”, the text reads,
“have made incompatible assertions out of what was really the result
of two different ways of looking at the same reality”. It is a path that
can help us “discover the unfathomable riches of the truth” and the
presence of elements of sanctification “beyond the visible boundaries
of the Catholic Church”.

The eThe eThe eThe eThe expression of truth can takxpression of truth can takxpression of truth can takxpression of truth can takxpression of truth can take dife dife dife dife difffffferent ferent ferent ferent ferent formsormsormsormsorms
John Paul II explains that ecumenism is not a matter of “altering the

deposit of faith” and “changing the meaning of dogmas”. Rather, “the
expression of truth can take different forms” because “doctrine needs
to be presented in a way that makes it understandable to those for
whom God himself intends it”, in whatever culture they belong to,
avoiding any form of “ethnic exclusivism or racial prejudice, and from
any nationalistic arrogance”.

A dialogue of doctrine that is also a dialogue of loA dialogue of doctrine that is also a dialogue of loA dialogue of doctrine that is also a dialogue of loA dialogue of doctrine that is also a dialogue of loA dialogue of doctrine that is also a dialogue of lovvvvveeeee
The Encyclical indicates the need for a “manner and method of

expounding the Catholic faith” that is not “a hindrance to dialogue
with our brothers and sisters”, acknowledging that there is “a hierarchy
in the truths” in Catholic teaching. The Church, John Paul says, is
summoned by Christ to “continual reform”, which “might require a
review of assertions and attitudes”. Dialogue, he says, “does not extend
exclusively to matters of doctrine but engages the whole person”
because “it is also a dialogue of love”.  It is from love that “the desire
for unity is born”.  It is a path that demands, “patient and courageous
efforts. In this process, one must not impose any burden beyond that
which is strictly necessary”.

The primacy of praThe primacy of praThe primacy of praThe primacy of praThe primacy of prayyyyyer: coner: coner: coner: coner: convvvvverging on the essentialerging on the essentialerging on the essentialerging on the essentialerging on the essential
In ecumenism, the Polish Pope explains, pride of place belongs to

common prayer. Christians, praying together, can discover that what
unites them is much stronger than what divides them.The liturgical
renewal carried out by the Catholic Church and other ecclesial
communities has allowed for convergences on what is essential, and
together, more and more, they are able turn to the Father with one

heart. “At times it seems that we are closer to being able finally to seal
this ‘real although not yet full’ communion”, the Pope observes. “A
century ago who could even have imagined such a thing?”

A common commitment tA common commitment tA common commitment tA common commitment tA common commitment to freedom, justice, peaceo freedom, justice, peaceo freedom, justice, peaceo freedom, justice, peaceo freedom, justice, peace
Among the steps forward on the path of ecumenism, the Encyclical

points to the growing collaboration of Christians of various confessions
in their commitment to “freedom, justice, peace, and the future of the
world”. The “united voice of Christians has more impact than any one
isolated voice” by “inculcating respect for the rights and needs of
everyone, especially the poor, the lowly and the defenceless”. For
Christians, the Pope emphasizes, it is not merely a question of
humanitarian activity, but of responding to the world of Jesus, as we
read in chapter 25 of Matthew’s Gospel: “I was hungry and you gave
me food...”

Changing the language: frChanging the language: frChanging the language: frChanging the language: frChanging the language: from condemnation tom condemnation tom condemnation tom condemnation tom condemnation to mutual fo mutual fo mutual fo mutual fo mutual forgivorgivorgivorgivorgivenessenessenessenesseness
John Paul II calls for a change of language and of attitudes: we must

avoid the aggressive and antagonistic approach of opposition, of “a
defeatism which tends to see everything in negative terms,” or “of an
unevangelical insistence on condemning the ‘other side’, of a disdain
born of an unhealthy presumption”.It is necessary, instead, “to do
everything possible, with God’s help, to break down the walls of division
and distrust, to overcome obstacles and prejudices”, eliminating hurtful
words and expressions, choosing the path of humility, meekness and
fraternal generosity. So with time we’ve reached the point where we
no longer speak of heretics or enemies of the faith, but of “other
Christians”, of “others who have received baptism”.

“This broadening of vocabulary”, John Paul points out, “is indicative
of a significant change in attitudes”. It is a journey of conversion that
passes along a necessary path of mutual repentance for wrongs
committed. And Pope John Paul II asks forgiveness for the faults
committed by members of the Church.

The primacy of the PThe primacy of the PThe primacy of the PThe primacy of the PThe primacy of the Pope: a serope: a serope: a serope: a serope: a service of lovice of lovice of lovice of lovice of lovvvvveeeee
Full unity has in Peter its visible point of reference, and John Paul II

launches an appeal to the various Christian communities to help “find
a way of exercising the [papal] primacy which, while in no way
renouncing what is essential to its mission, is nonetheless open to a
new situation”, as “a service of love recognized all concerned”.

A ChurA ChurA ChurA ChurA Churccccch on the path th on the path th on the path th on the path th on the path to unityo unityo unityo unityo unity
Utunumsint is a splendid synthesis of the Church’s journey through

its 2000 years of history. It is a light that points the way forward,
continuing along the same path as those who have gone before us. It
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shows the living character of Tradition, which - as Dei Verbum says –
traces its origins from the Apostles and progresses in the Church under
the assistance of the Holy Spirit. And it is thanks to the Spirit that the
understanding of the faith grows.

In this journey - says John Paul II quoting St Cyprian - brothers must
learn to go to the altar reconciled, because “God does not accept the
sacrifice of a sower of disunion”. Instead, “the better sacrifice” to offer
to God “is peace, brotherly concord and a people made one in the
unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”.

This is Pope St  John Paul II’s final invitation: to ask the Lord the
grace to prepare us all “to offer this sacrifice of unity”.

Dear brothers and sisters,

This year I had decided to participate in your annual General Assembly
on Thursday, 21 May, the feast of the Ascension of the Lord. The
Assembly was subsequently cancelled because of the pandemic that
affects us all. I would now like to send this Message in order to share
what I had intended to say to you personally. This Christian feast, in
the remarkable times in which we are living, appears to me even more
fruitful as a source of reflection for the journey and mission belonging
to each one of us and to the entire Church.

We celebrate the Ascension as a feast, yet it commemorates the
departure of Jesus from his disciples and from this world. The Lord
ascends to heaven and the Eastern liturgy narrates the astonishment
of the angels in seeing a man who in his flesh rises to be seated at the
right hand of the Father. Even so, while Christ is at the point of ascending
to heaven, the disciples, who had seen him risen, still do not seem to
understand what is happening. He is about to bring his Kingdom to
fulfilment and they are still caught up in their own ideas. They ask him
if he is going to restore the kingdom to Israel (cf. Acts 1:6). Yet, when
Christ leaves them, instead of being sad, they return to Jerusalem “with
great joy”, as Luke tells us (cf. 24:52). It would be odd if something
had not occurred. Indeed, Jesus had already promised them the power
of the Holy Spirit, who was to descend upon them at Pentecost. This is
the miracle that changes everything. They become more confident
when they entrust everything to the Lord. They are filled with joy.
Moreover, that joy is the fullness of consolation, the fullness of the
presence of the Lord.

Paul writes to the Galatians that the Apostles’ fullness of joy is not
the effect of pleasant feelings that make them happy. It is an
overflowing joy that can only be experienced as a fruit and gift of the
Holy Spirit (cf. 5:22). Receiving the joy of the Spirit is a grace. Moreover,
it is the only force that enables us to preach the Gospel and to confess
our faith in the Lord. Faith means bearing witness to the joy that the
Lord gives to us. A joy such as this cannot be the result of our own
efforts.

Jesus told his disciples that he would send them the Spirit, the
Comforter, prior to his departure. In this way, he also entrusted the
apostolic work of the Church to the Spirit for all time, until his return.
The mystery of the Ascension, together with the outpouring of the Spirit

POPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE TO PONTIFICALPOPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE TO PONTIFICALPOPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE TO PONTIFICALPOPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE TO PONTIFICALPOPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE TO PONTIFICAL
MISSION SOCIETIESMISSION SOCIETIESMISSION SOCIETIESMISSION SOCIETIESMISSION SOCIETIES
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LOCKDOWN RULES  (CNUA)LOCKDOWN RULES  (CNUA)LOCKDOWN RULES  (CNUA)LOCKDOWN RULES  (CNUA)LOCKDOWN RULES  (CNUA)
 Wash your heart with Christ’s blood. (Psalm 73:1)

 Keep a social distance from evil. (Job 28:28)

 Avoid the crowd of wickedness and wicked men. (Psalm 1:1)

 Cover your mind from being infected from the sneeze of sin

and hatred.(Lev 19:17)

 Do not shake hands with abomination.(Deut 25:16)

 Do not hug heresy and false teachings.(2 Pet.2:1)

 Be safe so that you will be saved. (Jer 17:14)

 Sanitize your life with the Word of God. (Psalm 1:2).

 In case you notice any symptoms of sin, call the helpline of

Christ in PRAYER.(Jer 33:3)

 Always remember to boost your spiritual immunity with Faith

and the Power of the Holy Spirit. (Jude1:20).

Stay blessed! Stay safe!

nghJepiyapdH gzpf;FO

   ,e;j Mz;L ‘,iwahl;rp kyu nghJepiyapdH> ,isQH <LghL’
vd;w ikaf; fUj;jpy; 28-06-2020 md;W nghJepiyapdH QhapW
nfhz;lhlg;gLfpwJ. khepy nghJepiyapdH gzpf;FO mDg;gpAs;s
jpUtopghl;Lf; Fwpg;Gfs;> Jz;Lg;gpuRuk; midj;J gq;FfSf;Fk;
mDg;gg;gLk;. nghJepiyapdH Qhapiw jq;fs; gq;Ffspy; rpwg;ghff;
nfhz;lhl gq;F FU> mikg;Gfs;> ,iwkf;fs; midtiuAk;
md;Gld; Nfl;Lf; nfhs;fpNwhk;.
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at Pentecost, indelibly marks the mission of the Church: it is the work
of the Holy Spirit and not the consequence of our ideas and projects.
This is the feature that makes missionary activity bear fruit and
preserves it from the presumption of self-sufficiency, much less the
temptation to commandeer Christ’s flesh, ascended to heaven, for
narrowly “clerical” projects and aims.

When the ongoing work and efficacy of the Holy Spirit is not
appreciated in the Church’s mission, it means that even the most
carefully chosen missionary language becomes like “words of human
wisdom” aimed at glorifying oneself or concealing one’s own interior
deserts.

THE JOTHE JOTHE JOTHE JOTHE JOY OF THE GOSPELY OF THE GOSPELY OF THE GOSPELY OF THE GOSPELY OF THE GOSPEL
Salvation is an encounter with Jesus, who loves and forgives us by

sending the Spirit who comforts and defends us. Salvation is not the
consequence of our missionary initiatives nor of our talking about the
incarnation of the Word. For each one of us, salvation can take place
only through the lens of an encounter with the one who calls us. For
this reason, the mystery of predilection begins and can only begin with
an outburst of joy and gratitude. The joy of the Gospel is that “great
joy” of the poor women who on Easter morning went to the tomb of
Christ, found it empty, then encountered the risen Jesus and raced
home to tell the others (cf. Mt 28:8-10). Only because we have been
chosen and singled out can we bear witness to the glory of the risen
Christ before the entire world.

In every human context witnesses are those who vouch for what
someone else has done. In this sense, and only in this sense, can we
be witnesses of Christ and his Spirit. As described in the conclusion of
the Gospel of Mark, after the Ascension the apostles and disciples
“went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them
and confirmed the word through accompanying signs” (16:20). By his
Spirit, Christ testifies to himself through the works that he fulfils in
and with us. As Saint Augustine explains, the Church would not pray to
the Lord to ask that faith be given to those who do not know Christ
unless she believed that it is God himself who directs and draws our
wills towards himself. The Church would not make her children pray to
the Lord to persevere in the faith of Christ if she did not believe that it
is the Lord himself who possesses our hearts. Indeed, if she asked
him for these things, but thought that she could give them to herself, it
would mean that all her prayers would be empty words, rote formulas
or platitudes imposed by ecclesiastical custom rather than authentic
prayer (cf. On the Gift of Perseverance. To Prosper and Hilary, 23, 63).
Unless we realize that faith is a gift of God, even the prayers which the
Church raises to God are meaningless. Nor do they reflect a sincere

passion for the happiness and salvation of others and for those who
do not recognize the risen Christ, however much time we may spend
on planning for the conversion of the world to Christianity.

If we recognize that the Holy Spirit ignites and preserves the faith in
our hearts, everything changes. Indeed, the Spirit enkindles and
enlivens the Church’s mission, bestowing all those individual accents
and styles that make the proclamation of the Gospel and the confession
of the Christian faith something different from all political, cultural,
psychological or religious forms of proselytism.

I considered many of these features of mission in my Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, and here I shall recall a few of them.

AAAAAttrttrttrttrttractivactivactivactivactivenessenessenessenesseness..... The mystery of the Redemption entered into and
continues to work in the world through an attraction that can draw the
hearts of men and women because it is and appears more alluring
than the seductions which appeal to the selfishness that is a result of
sin. As Jesus says in the Gospel of John, “No one can come to me
unless the Father who sent me draw him” (6:44). The Church has always
insisted that this is the reason why we follow Jesus and proclaim his
Gospel: through the force of attraction wrought by Christ himself and
by his Spirit. The Church, as Pope Benedict XVI has said, grows in the
world through attraction and not through proselytism (cf. Homily, Mass
for the Inauguration of the Fifth General Conference of the Bishops of
Latin America and the Caribbean, Aparecida, 13 May 2007: AAS 99
[2007], 437). Saint Augustine says that Christ reveals himself by
attracting us. Moreover, he cites the poet Virgil, who states that all are
attracted to what gives them pleasure. Jesus does not just persuade
our wills, but awakens our pleasure (Commentary on the Gospel of
John, 26, 4). If one follows Jesus, happy to be attracted by him, others
will take notice. They may even be astonished. The joy that radiates
from those attracted by Christ and by his Spirit is what can make any
missionary initiative fruitful.

GrGrGrGrGratitude and Gratitude and Gratitude and Gratitude and Gratitude and Gratuitatuitatuitatuitatuitousnessousnessousnessousnessousness. . . . . The joy of proclaiming the Gospel
always shines brightly against the backdrop of a grateful memory. The
Apostles never forgot the moment that Jesus touched their hearts: “It
was about four in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). The reality of the Church
shines forth whenever gratitude is manifested within her by the free
initiative of God, for “he loved us” first (1 Jn 4:10) and “it is only God
who gives the growth” (1 Cor 3:7). The loving predilection of God
surprises us, and surprise by its very nature cannot be owned or
imposed by us. One cannot be “necessarily surprised”. Only in this way
can the miracle of gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift of self, blossom.
Nor can missionary fervour ever be obtained as the result of reasoning
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or calculation. To be “in a state of mission” is a reflection of gratitude.
It is the response of one who by gratitude is made docile to the Spirit
and is therefore free. Without a recognition of the predilection of the
Lord, who inspires gratitude in us, even knowledge of the truth and of
God himself would, presented as a goal to be achieved by our own
efforts, in fact become a “letter that brings death” (cf. 2 Cor 3:6), as
Saint Paul and Saint Augustine were the first to point out. Only in the
freedom of gratitude can one truly know the Lord, whereas it is useless
and above all improper to insist on presenting missionary activity and
the proclamation of the Gospel as if they were a binding duty, a kind of
“contractual obligation” on the part of the baptized.

HumilityHumilityHumilityHumilityHumility. . . . . Since truth and faith, happiness and salvation are not our
own possessions, a goal achieved by our own merits, then the Gospel
of Christ can be proclaimed with humility. One can never think of serving
the Church’s mission by employing arrogance as individuals and
through bureaucracies, with the pride of one who misunderstands even
the gift of the sacraments and the most authentic words of the Christian
faith, seeing them as merited rewards. One cannot be humble out of
good manners or the desire to appear attractive. We are humble when
we follow Christ, who said to his disciples: “Learn from me, for I am
meek and humble of heart” (Mt 11:29). Saint Augustine asks why, after
the resurrection, Jesus let himself be seen by his disciples and not by
those who had crucified him, concluding that Jesus did not want to
give the impression of “challenging his killers in some way. For Jesus,
it was actually more important to teach humility to his friends, rather
than uphold the truth before his enemies” (Sermon 284, 6).

TTTTTo facilitato facilitato facilitato facilitato facilitate, noe, noe, noe, noe, not tt tt tt tt to como como como como complicatplicatplicatplicatplicateeeee..... Another authentic feature of
missionary work is its imitation of the patience of Jesus, who always
showed mercy to others as they continued to grow. A small step forward
in the midst of great human limitations can be more pleasing before
God than the great strides made by those who go through life without
great difficulties. A missionary heart recognizes the real condition of
real people, with their own limits, sins and frailties in order to become
“weak among the weak” (cf. 1 Cor 9:22). “Going forth” on mission to
reach human peripheries does not mean wandering without direction
and meaning, like those frustrated vendors who complain that people
are too unsophisticated to be interested in their wares. Sometimes
this means slowing our pace in order to lead a person who is still by
the wayside. At times this means imitating the father in the parable of
the prodigal son, who leaves the doors open and looks out each day
awaiting the return of his son (cf. Lk 15:20). The Church is not a customs
office and anyone who participates in the mission of the Church is
called not to impose unnecessary burdens on people already worn out
or to require demanding programmes of formation in order to enjoy
what the Lord gives easily, or to erect obstacles to the will of Jesus,
who prays for each of us and wants to heal and save everyone.

ProProProProProximity tximity tximity tximity tximity to lifo lifo lifo lifo life “in progress”e “in progress”e “in progress”e “in progress”e “in progress”..... Jesus met his first disciples on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee while they were focused on their work. He did not
meet them at a convention, a training workshop, or in the Temple. It
has always been the case that the proclamation of Jesus’ salvation
reaches people right where they are and just how they are in the midst
of their lives in progress. Amid the needs, hopes and problems of
everyday life we find the place where one who has acknowledged the
love of Christ and received the gift of the Holy Spirit can offer an account
of his or her faith, hope, and charity to those who ask for it. By journeying
together with others, alongside everyone. Especially given the times in
which we live, this has nothing to do with designing “specialized”
training programmes, creating parallel worlds, or constructing “slogans”
that merely echo our own thoughts and concerns. I have elsewhere
spoken of those in the Church who proclaim loudly that “this is the
hour of the laity”, while in the meantime the clock seems to have
stopped.

The “sensusfThe “sensusfThe “sensusfThe “sensusfThe “sensusfidei” of the People of Godidei” of the People of Godidei” of the People of Godidei” of the People of Godidei” of the People of God..... There is one reality in the world
that has a kind of “feel” for the Holy Spirit and his workings. It is the
People of God, called and loved by Jesus, who for their part continue
to seek him amid the difficulties of their lives. The People of God beg
for the gift of his Spirit: entrusting their expectation to the simple words
of their prayers and never entertaining the presumption of their own
self-sufficiency. The holy People of God are gathered together and
anointed by the Lord, and in virtue of this anointing are made infallible
“in credendo”, as the Tradition of the Church teaches. The working of
the Holy Spirit equips the faithful People with an ”instinct” of faith,
the sensusfidei, which helps them not to err when believing the things
of God, even if they do not know the theological arguments and
formulas that define the gifts they experience. The mystery of the
pilgrim people, who with their popular piety travel to shrines and entrust
themselves to Jesus, Mary and the saints, draws from this and shows
that it is connatural to the free and gratuitous initiative of God, apart
from our pastoral planning.

A special care fA special care fA special care fA special care fA special care for the little ones and the pooror the little ones and the pooror the little ones and the pooror the little ones and the pooror the little ones and the poor..... Any missionary impulse,
if derived from the Holy Spirit, manifests predilection for the poor and
vulnerable as a sign and reflection of the Lord’s own preference for
them. Those directly involved with the Church’s missionary initiatives
and structures should never justify their lack of concern for the poor
with the excuse, widely used in particular ecclesiastical circles, of having
to concentrate their energies on certain priorities for the mission. For
the Church, a preference for the poor is not optional. All these demands
and approaches are part of the Church’s mission, guided by the Holy
Spirit. Normally, in ecclesiastical language and speech, the necessity
of the Holy Spirit as the source of the Church’s missionary activity is
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acknowledged and affirmed. Yet this acknowledgement can at times
be reduced to a type of “ceremonial nod” to the Most Holy Trinity, a
stock introductory preface to our theological discussions and pastoral
plans. There are many situations in the Church where the primacy of
grace appears to be no more than a theoretical concept or an abstract
formulation. Instead of leaving room for the working of the Holy Spirit,
many initiatives and entities connected to the Church end up being
concerned only with themselves. Many ecclesiastical establishments,
at every level, seem to be swallowed up by the obsession of promoting
themselves and their own initiatives, as if that were the objective and
goal of their mission.

To this point, I have sought to reiterate criteria and starting points for
the missionary activity of the Church that I explained in greater detail
in my Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium. I have done so because
I believe that for the PMS it is beneficial and fruitful – and indeed
urgently necessary – to discuss these criteria and suggestions in this
stage of their journey.

THE PMS ATHE PMS ATHE PMS ATHE PMS ATHE PMS AT THE PRESENT TIME.T THE PRESENT TIME.T THE PRESENT TIME.T THE PRESENT TIME.T THE PRESENT TIME.
TTTTTALENTALENTALENTALENTALENTS TS TS TS TS TO DEVELO DEVELO DEVELO DEVELO DEVELOPOPOPOPOP, TEMPT, TEMPT, TEMPT, TEMPT, TEMPTAAAAATIONS AND MALADIES TTIONS AND MALADIES TTIONS AND MALADIES TTIONS AND MALADIES TTIONS AND MALADIES TO AO AO AO AO AVVVVVOIDOIDOIDOIDOID

Where should we look in considering the present and future of the
PMS? What are the dead weights that risk burdening the journey?

The identity of the Pontifical Mission Societies has certain hallmarks.
In a manner of speaking, some are genetic, whereas others have
developed through a lengthy historical process and are often overlooked
or taken for granted. Yet these features can safeguard and enhance,
above all in the present time, the contribution of this “network” to the
universal mission to which the entire Church is called.

– The Missionary Societies arose spontaneously from missionary
fervour expressed by the faith of the baptized. There has always been
a deep relationship between the Missionary Societies and the
infallible sensusfidei in credendo of the faithful People of God.

– The Missionary Societies, since their beginning, have moved along
two “tracks”, or better along two parallel channels, that in their
simplicity have always been close to the heart of the People of God:
those of prayer and of charity in the form of almsgiving which “saves
from death, and purges all sin” (Tob 12:9), the “intense love” that
“covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet 4:8). The founders of the Mission
Societies, beginning with Pauline Jaricot, did not invent the prayers
and works to which they entrusted their hopes for the proclamation of
the Gospel. They simply drew them from the infinite treasury of those

familiar and habitual gestures of the People of God on its pilgrimage
through history.

– The Mission Societies, which arose spontaneously from the life of
the People of God, in their simple and concrete configuration were
recognized by the Church of Rome and her Bishops, who in the last
century sought to adopt them as a unique expression of their own
service to the universal Church. Hence the title “Pontifical” was
conferred upon these Societies. From that time on, the PMS have always
shown themselves to be an instrument of service in support of the
particular Churches in the work of proclaiming the Gospel. In this same
way, the Pontifical Mission Societies have readily served the Church
as part of the universal ministry exercised by the Pope and by the Church
of Rome, which “presides in charity”. In this way, carrying out their
work and without becoming embroiled in complex theological disputes,
the PMS have countered the claims of those who, also in ecclesiastical
circles, wrongly contrast charisms and institutions, reading their
relationship through the lens of a fallacious “dialectic of principles”.
For in the Church even permanent structural elements, such as the
sacraments, the priesthood, and apostolic succession are continuously
to be recreated by the Holy Spirit and are not simply realities at the
Church’s disposal (cf. Card. J. Ratzinger, The Theological Locus of
Ecclesial Movements, Address given at the World Congress of Ecclesial
Movements, Rome, 27-29 May 1998).

– The Missionary Societies, since their initial diffusion, have been
structured as a widespread network spread throughout the People of
God, wholly anchored and indeed “immanent” in the network of pre-
existing institutions and realities in the Church’s life, such as dioceses,
parishes, and religious communities. The particular vocation of persons
engaged in the Missionary Societies has never been lived or perceived
as an alternative path, a relationship “external” to the ordinary forms
of the life of the particular Churches. The summons to pray and gather
resources for the missions has always been exercised as a service to
ecclesial communion.

– The Missionary Societies, which in time became a network spread
throughout the world, mirror in their own configuration the variety of
accents, situations, problems, and gifts that characterize the life of
the Church in the various parts of the world. This plurality can serve as
a safeguard against ideological homogenization and cultural
unilateralism. In this sense, the PMS reflect the mystery of the
universality of the Church, in which the incessant work of the Holy
Spirit creates harmony from different voices, even as the Bishop of
Rome, in his service of charity, exercised also through the Pontifical
Mission Societies, safeguards unity in faith.
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All the characteristics described above can help the Pontifical Mission
Societies to avoid certain pitfalls and pathologies on their journey and
that of many other ecclesial institutions. Let me present a few of these.
PITFPITFPITFPITFPITFALLS TALLS TALLS TALLS TALLS TO AO AO AO AO AVVVVVOIDOIDOIDOIDOID

Self-absorSelf-absorSelf-absorSelf-absorSelf-absorptionptionptionptionption. . . . . Church organizations and agencies, quite apart from
the good intentions of their individual members, sometimes end up
turning in on themselves, devoting energy and attention primarily to
promoting themselves and to advertising their own initiatives. Some
seem to be dominated by an obsession to continually redefine their
own importance and their own bailiwicks within the Church, under the
guise of relaunching their specific mission. In this way, as Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger once said, they can foster the misleading idea that a
person is somehow more Christian if he or she is occupied with intra-
ecclesial structures, whereas in reality nearly all the baptized are daily
living lives of faith, hope, and charity, without ever participating in
Church committees or concerned for the latest news about
ecclesiastical politics (cf. Unacompagniasempreriformanda, Speech at
the IX Meeting in Rimini, 1 September 1990).

Control anxieControl anxieControl anxieControl anxieControl anxietytytytyty..... Institutions and agencies sometimes set out to help
ecclesial communities by employing the gifts generated in them by
the Holy Spirit, yet over time they presume to exercise supremacy and
control over the very communities they are meant to serve. This attitude
is almost always accompanied by the claim that they are exercising
the role of “overseers” called to determine the legitimacy of other
groups. They end up acting as if the Church was a product of our own
calculations, plans, agreements and decisions.

ElitismElitismElitismElitismElitism. . . . . An elitist feeling, the unspoken notion of belonging to an
aristocracy, takes hold at times among those who are part of groups
and organized institutions in the Church: a superior class of specialists
who strive to increase their own influence in collusion or in competition
with other ecclesiastical elites, and train their members according to
secular notions of activism or technical-professional competence, but
always with the main goal of promoting their own oligarchic privileges.
Isolation from the people. The elitist temptation in some organizations
connected to the Church can be accompanied at times by a sentiment
of superiority and of intolerance towards the rest of the baptized,
towards the people of God who may attend parishes and visit shrines,
but are not “activists” busy in Catholic organizations. The People of
God is viewed as an inert mass, always in need of being awakened
and mobilized through a “consciousness-raising” consisting in
arguments, appeals and teachings. As if the certainty of faith was the
consequence of persuasive speech or training methods.

AbsAbsAbsAbsAbstrtrtrtrtractionactionactionactionaction..... Once they become self-absorbed, institutions and entities
connected to the Church lose contact with reality and fall prey to
abstraction. They needlessly multiply instance of strategic planning in
order to produce projects and guidelines that serve only as means of
self-promotion for those who come up with them. They take problems
and dissect them in intellectual laboratories where everything has been
domesticated and is viewed through the lens of their own ideology.
Everything, even references to the faith or verbal appeals to Jesus and
the Holy Spirit, once taken outside of their proper context, can thus
end up rigidified and unreal.

FFFFFunctionalismunctionalismunctionalismunctionalismunctionalism. . . . . Self-absorbed and elitist organizations, even within
the Church, often end up staking everything on the imitation of secular
models of worldly efficiency, like those rooted in competition, whether
economic or social. Opting for functionalism gives the illusion of being
able to “sort matters out” in a balanced way, keeping things under
control, maximizing one’s own relevance, and improving the everyday
management of existing structures. However, as I already said to you
at our 2016 meeting, a Church afraid of entrusting herself to the grace
of Christ and focusing on the efficiency of its bureaucracy is already
dead, even if structures and programmes that favour the interest of
“self-absorbed” clergy or lay people linger for centuries.

RECOMMENDRECOMMENDRECOMMENDRECOMMENDRECOMMENDAAAAATIONS FTIONS FTIONS FTIONS FTIONS FOR THE JOURNEYOR THE JOURNEYOR THE JOURNEYOR THE JOURNEYOR THE JOURNEY
Looking at the present and towards the future, and considering the

resources needed for the PMS to overcome the pitfalls of the journey
and move forward, I would like to offer a few suggestions as an aid for
your discernment. Since you have undertaken your own process of re-
evaluation of the PMS, which you would like to be guided by the thinking
of the Pope, I offer for your attention some general criteria and starting
points, without entering into details, not least because different
situations may require adaptations and modifications.

1) To the best of your ability, and without undue speculation about
the future, preserve or recover the role of the PMS as part of the larger
People of God from which they arose. It would prove beneficial to seek
a greater “immersion” in the reality of people’s lives. Following Jesus
means emerging from our own problems and concerns. It would be
worthwhile to enter into concrete circumstances and conditions, while
seeking to reintegrate the capillary effect of actions and contacts of
the PMS within the greater network of Church institutions (dioceses,
parishes, communities, and groups). By prioritizing your specific
presence in the People of God, with its bright spots and difficulties,
you can better elude the pitfall of abstraction. One must provide
answers to real questions and not just formulate and multiply proposals.
Perhaps concrete contact with real life situations, and not just
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discussions in boardrooms or theoretical analyses of our own internal
dynamics, will generate useful insights for changing and improving
operating procedures and adapting them to different contexts and
circumstances.

2) I suggest proceeding in such a way that the essential structure of
the PMS remains bound to the practice of prayer and of gathering
resources for mission, in all its simplicity and practicality. This would
clearly demonstrate the relationship of the PMS to the faith of the
People of God. With all necessary flexibility and adaptations, this basic
design of the PMS should neither be forgotten nor distorted. Asking
the Lord to open hearts to the Gospel and asking everyone to tangibly
support missionary work: these are simple and practical things that
everyone can readily do in this present time when, even amid the
scourge of this pandemic, there is a great desire to encounter and
remain close to the heart of the Church’s life. So seek new paths, new
forms of service, but try not to complicate what in reality is quite simple.

3) The PMS are and must be experienced as an instrument of
service for the mission of the particular Churches, against the backdrop
of the mission of the universal Church. This is the ever-precious
contribution that the Societies make to the spread of the Gospel. All of
us are called to nurture by means of love and gratitude, as well as by
our works, the seeds of divine life that the Spirit of Christ causes to
blossom and grow where he wills, even in the deserts. Please, in your
prayer ask above all that the Lord make everyone better prepared to
recognize the signs of his activity, in order then to reveal them to the
whole world. Even this can be helpful: to ask that, in the depths of our
own hearts, our prayer to the Holy Spirit may not be reduced to a mere
formality in our meetings and homilies. It is not helpful to theorize
about super-strategies or mission “core guidelines” as a means of
reviving missionary spirit or giving missionary patents to others. If, in
some cases, missionary fervour is fading, it is a sign that faith itself is
fading. In such cases, the attempt to revive the flame by strategies
and speeches will end up only weakening it all the more, causing the
desert to expand.

4) The service undertaken by the PMS naturally brings its staff
into contact with countless realities, situations and events that are part
of the great ebb and flow of the life of the Church on every continent.
In this contact, we may encounter numerous problems and forms of
inertia that can mark ecclesial life, but also the gratuitous gifts of
healing and consolation that the Holy Spirit disseminates in daily life,
in what might be called the “middle class of holiness”. Rejoice and
savour these encounters that you experience thanks to the work of the
PMS, and let yourselves be astonished by them. I think of the reports
of many miracles that happen to children, who perhaps encounter Jesus

thanks to the initiatives proposed by the Holy Childhood. Yours is a
labour that can never be reduced to an exclusively bureaucratic-
professional scope. When it comes to mission, bureaucracies or
functionaries should never exist. Your gratitude can in turn become a
gift and witness for all. With the means that you have at your disposal,
and quite naturally, you can recount the comforting story of persons
and communities in which the miracle of faith gratuitously shines with
hope and charity.

5) Gratitude for the wonders worked by the Lord among his chosen
ones, the poor and the little ones to whom he reveals those things
hidden from the wise (cf. Mt 11:25-26), can make it easier for you
too to avoid the pitfalls of self-absorption and leave yourselves behind
as you follow Jesus. The very notion of a self-centred missionary effort,
which spends time contemplating and celebrating its own initiatives,
would be absurd. Do not waste time and resources, then, in looking at
yourself in a mirror, devising plans centred on internal mechanisms,
functionality and the efficiency of your own bureaucracy. Look outside.
Do not look at yourselves in the mirror. Break every mirror in the house!
The criteria employed in implementing programmes should aim not
at burdening the network of the PMS but at making structures and
procedures more flexible. National Directors, for example, should be
working to identify potential successors, taking as their sole criterion
proposing persons with great missionary zeal, not just members of
their own small group.

6) Regarding the collection of resources to help the missions, I have
already spoken during our past gatherings about the risk of turning
the PMS into an NGO, where everything is devoted to locating and
appropriating funds. This depends more on the attitude with which
things are done than the goals that are achieved. It can certainly be
advisable and even appropriate when fundraising to use creativity and
even updated methods for seeking funding from potential and worthy
sources. However, if in some areas the collection of donations lessens,
even because of the waning of Christian memory, the temptation may
arise to resolve the problem ourselves by “covering up” the situation
and gambling on some better fundraising system developed by groups
specializing in large donors. Our pain at the loss of faith and the
reduction of resources should not be covered up but rather placed in
the hands of the Lord. In any case, asking for offerings for the missions
should continue to be directed first and foremost to the larger body of
the baptized, also through different ways of taking up the collection
for the missions carried out in every country in October on the occasion
of World Mission Day. The Church continues to advance thanks to the
widow’s mite and the contributions of innumerable people healed and
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consoled by Jesus, who for this reason, overflowing with gratitude, donate
whatever they have.

7) The use of the donations received is always to be evaluated with an
appropriate sensus Ecclesiae regarding the distribution of funds in support
of structures and projects capable of advancing the apostolic mission and
the preaching of the Gospel in various ways and in diverse parts of the
world. Attention should always be paid to the most fundamental
necessities of communities while at the same time avoiding a welfare
culture, which instead of assisting missionary zeal ends up making hearts
lukewarm and feeding phenomena of parasitic dependency, also within
the Church. Your contribution should aim at giving concrete answers to
objective needs, without squandering resources in initiatives marked by
abstraction, self-absorption or generated by clerical narcissism. Do not
yield to inferiority complexes or the temptation to imitate those super-
functional organizations that collect funds for good causes and then use
a good percentage of them to finance their own bureaucracy and to
publicize their brand name. Even publicity can at times become a way of
promoting one’s own interests by showing how one works for the poor
and those in need.

8) As for the poor, you too must not forget them. This was the
recommendation at the Council of Jerusalem that the apostles Peter,
James and John passed on to Paul, Barnabas and Titus, who came to
discuss their mission among the uncircumcised: “Only, we were to be
mindful of the poor” (Gal 2:10). Following that recommendation, Paul
organized collections for the benefit of the brethren of the Church of
Jerusalem (cf. 1 Cor 16:1). The preferential option for the poor and the
little ones has always been present since the origins of the mission of
proclaiming the Gospel. Works of spiritual and corporal charity on their
behalf are expressions of a “divine preference” that serves as a constant
challenge to the faith of all Christians, who are called to have the same
attitude as that of Jesus (cf. Phil 2:5).

9) The PMS, in their worldwide network, reflect the rich variety of the
“people with a thousand faces”, gathered together by the grace of Christ
and marked by missionary fervour. That zeal is not always intense and
lively in the same way everywhere. Even so, the same urgency of confessing
Christ dead and resurrected finds expression in a variety of accents and
adapts to diverse contexts. The revelation of the Gospel is not identified
with any one culture and when it encounters new cultures that have not
yet received the Christian message, a specific cultural form must not be
imposed along with the preaching of the Gospel. Today, also in the work
of the PMS, there is no need for extra baggage but rather the effort to
value differences and relate them to the essentials of the faith we share.
Any attempt to standardize the form of our message may obscure the
universality of the Christian faith, even promoting clichés and slogans
fashionable in certain circles and in particular countries that are culturally
and politically dominant. In this regard, the special relationship that unites

the PMS to the Pope and to the Church of Rome represents a resource
and a support for freedom from fleeting fads, certain unilateral schools
of thought or the cultural homogenization associated with neo-colonialism.
These are phenomena that, regrettably, are not absent from ecclesiastical
contexts.
10) The PMS are not an autonomous entity in the Church, acting in a
vacuum. Among their distinctive features always to be cultivated and
renewed is the special bond uniting them to the Bishop of the Church of
Rome, which presides in charity. It is comforting to know that this bond
manifests itself in a work carried out joyfully, without seeking applause or
staking claims. A work that precisely in its gratuitousness is intertwined
with service to the Pope, the servant of the servants of God. I would ask
that the distinctive sign of your closeness to the Bishop of Rome be
precisely this: the sharing of the love of the Church, a reflection of her
own love for Christ, experienced and expressed quietly, without pride or a
concern for “turf wars”. Daily efforts born of charity and the mystery of
gratuitousness, which support countless persons who remain deeply
thankful, yet perhaps even unaware of whom to thank, since they may
never have heard of the PMS. The mystery of charity, within the Church,
works in this way. We continue to advance together, even amid trials,
thanks to the gifts and the consolations of the Lord. In the meantime, and
at every step, we joyfully acknowledge that all of us are useless servants,
beginning with myself.

CONCLCONCLCONCLCONCLCONCLUSIONUSIONUSIONUSIONUSION
Move forward with enthusiasm! There is much to do on the journey that

awaits you. If there are changes to make in procedures, it is good that
these point towards unburdening rather than increasing the load, aiming
at operational flexibility and not producing more rigid bureaucracies that
involve the threat of introversion. An excessive centralization, rather than
helping, can complicate missionary outreach. Even a purely national
organization of initiatives can jeopardize the nature of the PMS network,
as well as the exchange of gifts between the Churches and local
communities lived as the tangible fruit and sign of charity among brothers
and sisters in communion with the Bishop of Rome.

In any event, always demand that every consideration regarding the
operational aspect of the PMS be illuminated by the one thing necessary:
a spark of true love for the Church as a reflection of love for Christ. Yours
is a service rendered to apostolic fervour, namely to that impulse of
Christian life which only the Holy Spirit can bring about within the People
of God. Think about doing your work well, “as if everything depended on
you, while knowing that everything in fact depends on God” (Saint Ignatius
of Loyola). As I already mentioned to you in one of our encounters, imitate
the ready spirit of Mary. When she visited Elizabeth, Mary did not do so on
her own: she went as a servant of the Lord Jesus, whom she carried in her
womb. She said nothing about herself, but simply brought her Son and
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praised God. It was not about her. She went as the servant of the One who
is the sole protagonist of missionary activity. Nonetheless, she wasted no
time, going in haste and doing what was needed to look after her
kinswoman. She teaches us this same readiness, the haste born of fidelity
and adoration. May Our Lady watch over you and the Pontifical Mission
Societies, and may her Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, bless you. For before
ascending to heaven, he promised to be with us always, to the end of
time.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, the 21st of May 2020, the Solemnity
of the Ascension of the Lord.

FRANCISFRANCISFRANCISFRANCISFRANCIS
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100 years ago, on May 18th, Pope John Paul II was born in the small
Polish town of Wadowice.

After having been divided for over 100 years by three neighbouring
major powers of Prussia, Russia, and Austria, Poland regained Her
independence at the end of the First World War. It was a historic event
that gave birth to great hope; but it also demanded much hardship as
the new State, in the process of Her reorganization, continued to feel
the pressure of the two Powers of Germany and Russia. In this situation
of oppression, but above all in this situation marked by hope, young
Karol Wojty³a grew up. He lost his mother and his brother quite early
and, in the end, his father as well, from whom he gained deep and
warm piety. The young Karol was particularly drawn by literature and
theatre. After passing his final secondary school exam, he chose to
study these subjects.

“In order to avoid the deportation, in the fall of 1940 he went to work
in a quarry of the Solvay chemical plant.” (cf. Gift and Mystery). “In the
fall of 1942, he made the final decision to enter the Seminary of
Kraków, which Kraków’s Archbishop Sapieha had secretly established
in his residence. As a factory worker, Karol already started studying
theology in old textbooks; and so, on 1 November 1946, he could be
ordained a priest.” (cf. Ibid.) Of course, Karol not only studied theology
in books but also through his experience of the difficult situation that
he and his Country found itself in. This is somewhat a characteristic of
his whole life and work. He studied books but the questions that they
posed became the reality that he profoundly experienced and lived. As
a young Bishop – as an Auxiliary Bishop since 1958 and then
Archbishop of Kraków from 1964 – the Second Vatican Council became
the school of his entire life and work. The important questions that
appeared, especially in connection with the so-called Schema 13 which
would subsequently become the Constitution Gaudium et Spes, were
questions that were also his own. The answers developed by the Council

would pave the way for his mission  as Bishop and, later, as Pope.
When Cardinal Wojty³a was elected Successor of St Peter on 16 October
1978, the Church was in a dramatic situation. The deliberations of the
Council had been presented to the public as a dispute over the Faith
itself, which seemed to deprive the Council of its infallible and
unwavering sureness. A Bavarian parish priest, for example,
commented on the situation by saying, “In the end, we fell into the
wrong faith.” This feeling that nothing was no longer certain, that
everything was questioned, was kindled even more by the method of
implementation of liturgical reform. In the end, it almost seemed that
the liturgy could be created of itself. Paul VI brought the Council to an
end with energy and determination, but after its conclusion, he faced
ever more pressing problems that ultimately questioned the existence
of the Church Herself. At that time, sociologists compared the Church’s
situation to the situation of the Soviet Union under the rule of
Gorbachev, during which the powerful structure of the Soviet State
collapsed under the process of its reform.

Therefore, in essence, an almost impossible task was awaiting the
new Pope. Yet, from the first moment on, John Paul II aroused new
enthusiasm for Christ and his Church. His words from the sermon at
the inauguration of his pontificate: “Do not be afraid! Open, open wide
the doors for Christ!” This call and tone would characterize his entire
pontificate and made him a liberating restorer of the Church. This was
conditioned by the fact that the new Pope came from a country where
the Council’s reception had been positive: one of a joyful renewal of
everything rather than an attitude of doubt and uncertainty in all.  The
Pope travelled the world, having made 104 pastoral voyages,
proclaiming the Gospel wherever he went as a message of joy,
explaining in this way the obligation to defend what is Good and to be
for Christ. In his 14 Encyclicals, he comprehensively presented the faith
of the Church and its teaching in a human way. By doing this, he
inevitably sparked contradiction in Church of the West, clouded by doubt
and uncertainty.

It seems important today to define the true centre, from the
perspective of which we can read the message contained in the various
texts. We could have noticed it at the hour of his death. Pope John
Paul II died in the first moments of the newly established Feast of
Divine Mercy. Let me first add a brief personal remark that seems an
important aspect of the Pope’s nature and work. From the very
beginning, John Paul II was deeply touched by the message of
FaustinaKowalska, a nun from Kraków, who emphasized Divine Mercy
as an essential center of the Christian faith. She had hoped for the
establishment of such a feast day. After consultation, the Pope chose
the Second Sunday of Easter. However, before the final decision was
made, he asked the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to
express its view on the appropriateness of this date. We responded
negatively because such an ancient, traditional and meaningful date
like the Sunday “in Albis” concluding the Octave of Easter should not
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be burdened with modern ideas. It was certainly not easy for the Holy
Father to accept our reply. Yet, he did so with great humility and
accepted our negative response a second time. Finally, he formulated
a proposal that left the Second Sunday of Easter in its historical form
but included Divine Mercy in its original message. There have often
been similar cases in which I was impressed by the humility of this
great Pope, who abandoned ideas he cherished because he could not
find the approval of the official organs that must be asked according
established norms. When John Paul II took his last breaths on this
world, the prayer of the First Vespers of the Feast of Divine Mercy had
just ended. This illuminated the hour of his death: the light of God’s
mercy stands as a comforting message over his death. In his last
book Memory and Identity, which was published on the eve of his death,
the Pope once again summarized the message of Divine Mercy. He
pointed out that Sister Faustina died before the horrors of the Second
World War but already gave the Lord’s answer to all this unbearable
strife. It was as if Christ wanted to say through Faustina: “Evil will not
get the final victory. The mystery of Easter affirms that good will
ultimately be victorious, that life will triumph over death, and that love
will overcome hatred”.

Throughout his life, the Pope sought to subjectively appropriate the
objective center of Christian faith, the doctrine of salvation, and to
help others to make it theirs. Through the resurrected Christ, God’s
mercy is intended for every individual. Although this center of Christian
existence is given to us only in faith, it is also philosophically significant,
because if God’s mercy were not a fact, then we would have to find our
way in a world where the ultimate power of good against evil is not
recognizable. It is finally, beyond this objective historical significance,
indispensable for everyone to know that in the end God’s mercy is
stronger than our weakness. Moreover, at this point, the inner unity of
the message of John Paul II and the basic intentions of Pope Francis
can also be found: John Paul II is not the moral rigorist as some have
partially portrayed him. With the centrality of divine mercy, he gives us
the opportunity to accept moral requirement for man, even if we can
never fully meet it. Besides, our moral endeavours are made in the
light of divine mercy, which proves to be a force that heals for our
weakness.

While Pope John Paul II was dying, St Peter’s Square was filled with
people, especially many young people, who wanted to meet their Pope
one last time. I cannot forget the moment when Archbishop Sandri
announced the message of the Pope’s departure. Above all, the
moment when the great bell of St Peter’s took up this message remains
unforgettable. On the day of his funeral, there were many posters with
the words “Santo subito!” It was a cry that rose from the encounter
with John Paul II from all sides. Not from the square but also in different
intellectual circles the idea of giving John Paul II the title “the Great”
was discussed.  The word “saint” indicates God’s sphere and the word
“great” the human dimension. According to the Church’s standards,

sanctity can be recognized by two criteria: heroic virtues and a miracle.
These two standards are closely related. Since the word “heroic virtue”
does not mean a kind of Olympic achievement but rather that
something becomes visible in and through a person that is not his
own but God’s work which becomes recognizable in and through him.
This is not a kind of moral competition, but the result of renouncing
one’s own greatness. The point is that a person lets God work on him,
and so God’s work and power become visible through him. The same
applies to the criterion of the miracle: here too, what counts is not that
something sensational happening but the visible revelation of God’s
healing goodness, which transcends all merely human possibilities. A
saint is the man who is open to God and permeated by God. A holy
man is the one who leads away from himself and lets us see and
recognize God. Checking this juridically, as far as possible, is the
purpose of the two processes for beatification and canonization. In
the case of John Paul II, both were carried out strictly according to the
applicable rules. So, now he stands before us as the Father, who makes
God’s mercy and kindness visible to us.

It is more difficult to correctly define the term “great.” In the course
of the almost 2,000-year long history of the papacy, the title “the Great”
has been maintained only for two popes: Leo I (440 – 461) and Gregory
I (590 – 604). In the case of both, the word “great” has a political
connotation, but precisely because something of the mystery of God
himself becomes visible through their political success. Through dialog,
Leo the Great was able to convince Attila, the Prince of Huns, to spare
Rome – the city of the Apostolic Princes Peter and Paul. Without
weapons, without military or political power, through the power of his
conviction for his faith, he was able to convince the feared tyrant to
spare Rome. In the struggle between the spirit and power, the spirit
proved stronger. Gregory I’s success was not as spectacular, but he
was repeatedly able to protect Rome against the Lombard – here too,
by opposing the spirit against power and winning the victory of the
spirit. If we compare both stories with that of John Paul II, the
similarity is unmistakable. John Paul II also had no military or political
power. During the discussion about the future shape of Europe and
Germany in February 1945, it was said that the Pope’s reaction should
also be taken into account. Stalin then asked: “How many divisions
does the Pope have?” Well, he had no available division. However, the
power of faith turned out to be a force that finally unhinged the Soviet
power system in 1989 and made a new beginning possible.
Undisputedly, the Pope’s faith was an essential element in the collapse
of the powers. And so, the greatness that appeared in Leo I and Gregory
I is certainly also visible here. Let us leave open the question of whether
the epithet “the great” will prevail or not. It is true that God’s power
and goodness have become visible to all of us in John Paul II. In a time
when the Church is again suffering from the oppression of evil, he is
for us a sign of hope and confidence.
Dear Saint John Paul II, Pray for us!

Benedict XVIBenedict XVIBenedict XVIBenedict XVIBenedict XVI
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Here am I, send me (Is 6:8)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I wish to express my gratitude to God for the commitment with which
the Church throughout the world carried out the Extraordinary
Missionary Month last October. I am convinced that it stimulated
missionary conversion in many communities on the path indicated by
the theme: “Baptized and Sent: the Church of Christ on Mission in the
World”.

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges created by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey of the whole Church
continues in light of the words found in the account of the calling of
the prophet Isaiah: “Here am I, send me” (6:8). This is the ever new
response to the Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” (ibid.). This
invitation from God’s merciful heart challenges both the Church and
humanity as a whole in the current world crisis. “Like the disciples in
the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm.
We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and
disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called
to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this
boat... are all of us. Just like those disciples, who spoke anxiously with
one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so we too have realized
that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we
do this” (Meditation in Saint Peter’s Squar , 27 March 2020). We are
indeed frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pain and death make us
experience our human frailty, but at the same time remind us of our
deep desire for life and liberation from evil. In this context, the call to
mission, the invitation to step out of ourselves for love of God and
neighbour presents itself as an opportunity for sharing, service and
intercessory prayer. The mission that God entrusts to each one of us
leads us from fear and introspection to a renewed realization that we
find ourselves precisely when we give ourselves to others.

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus is fully
accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his love is for each
and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be personally
willing to be sent, because he himself is Love, love that is always “on
mission”, always reaching out in order to give life. Out of his love for
us, God the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 3:16). Jesus is the Father’s

Missionary: his life and ministry reveal his total obedience to the
Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:12-30; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified
and risen for us, draws us in turn into his mission of love, and with his
Spirit which enlivens the Church, he makes us his disciples and sends
us on a mission to the world and to its peoples.

“The mission, the ‘Church on the move’, is not a programme, an
enterprise to be carried out by sheer force of will. It is Christ who makes
the Church go out of herself. In the mission of evangelization, you move
because the Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries you” (Senza di Lui non
possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nel mondo. Una
conversazione con Gianni Valente, Libreria Editrice Vaticana: San Paolo,
2019, 16-17). God always loves us first and with this love comes to us
and calls us. Our personal vocation comes from the fact that we are
sons and daughters of God in the Church, his family, brothers and sisters
in that love that Jesus has shown us. All, however, have a human dignity
founded on the divine invitation to be children of God and to become,
in the sacrament of Baptism and in the freedom of faith, what they
have always been in the heart of God.

Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation to this
gift of self: it is a seed which, in the baptized, will blossom as a response
of love in marriage or in virginity for the kingdom of God. Human life is
born of the love of God, grows in love and tends towards love. No one
is excluded from the love of God, and in the holy sacrifice of Jesus his
Son on the cross, God conquered sin and death (cf. Rom 8:31-39). For
God, evil - even sin - becomes a challenge to respond with even greater
love (cf. Mt 5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal Mystery, divine mercy
heals our wounded humanity and is poured out upon the whole
universe. The Church, the universal sacrament of God’s love for the
world, continues the mission of Jesus in history and sends us
everywhere so that, through our witness of faith and the proclamation
of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his love and in this way
touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies, societies and cultures in
every place and time.

Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call. Yet we discern
this call only when we have a personal relationship of love with Jesus
present in his Church. Let us ask ourselves: are we prepared to welcome
the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the call to mission,
whether in our life as married couples or as consecrated persons or
those called to the ordained ministry, and in all the everyday events of
life? Are we willing to be sent forth at any time or place to witness to
our faith in God the merciful Father, to proclaim the Gospel of salvation
in Jesus Christ, to share the divine life of the Holy Spirit by building up
the Church? Are we, like Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ready to be
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completely at the service of God’s will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior
openness is essential if we are to say to God: “Here am I, Lord, send
me” (cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the abstract, but in this chapter of the
life of the Church and of history.

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time of pandemic
also represents a challenge for the Church’s mission. Illness, suffering,
fear and isolation challenge us. The poverty of those who die alone,
the abandoned, those who have lost their jobs and income, the
homeless and those who lack food challenge us. Being forced to
observe social distancing and to stay at home invites us to rediscover
that we need social relationships as well as our communal relationship
with God. Far from increasing mistrust and indifference, this situation
should make us even more attentive to our way of relating to others.
And prayer, in which God touches and moves our hearts, should make
us ever more open to the need of our brothers and sisters for dignity
and freedom, as well as our responsibility to care for all creation. The
impossibility of gathering as a Church to celebrate the Eucharist has
led us to share the experience of the many Christian communities that
cannot celebrate Mass every Sunday. In all of this, God’s question:
“Whom shall I send?” is addressed once more to us and awaits a
generous and convincing response: “Here am I, send me!” (Is 6:8).
God continues to look for those whom he can send forth into the world
and to the nations to bear witness to his love, his deliverance from sin
and death, his liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 10:1-12).

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for
reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the material help of your
offerings are so many opportunities to participate actively in the
mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed in the collections
that take place during the liturgical celebrations of the third Sunday of
October is aimed at supporting the missionary work carried out in my
name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, in order to meet the spiritual
and material needs of peoples and Churches throughout the world, for
the salvation of all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization and
Comforter of the Afflicted, missionary disciple of her Son Jesus,
continue to intercede for us and sustain us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2020, Solemnity of Pentecost
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‘,JKjy; Mz;ltNuhL ,ize;j epiyapy; ,wg;NghH
NgWngw;NwhH’ (jpUntsp.14:13) vd;w ,iwthHj;ijf;Nfw;g 70
Mz;Lfshf ek;kpilNa ,k;kz;Zyfpy; tho;e;J> ,iwtdb
,ize;Js;s mUs;je;ij gh];fy; ngl;U]; mtHfs; jpU mUs;
jpUkjp njurh ngl;U]; mtHfspd; jk;gjpaHfSf;F kfdhf
1950-k; Mz;L mf;NlhgH 23-k; Njjpad;W ghz;br;Nrhpapy; gpwe;jhH.
mtUld; gpwe;jtHfs; xU %j;j rNfhjhpAk;> 3 %j;j rNfhjuUk;
MtH. ,tH jdJ gbg;ig rhe;Njhk; caHepiyg;gs;spapy; gapd;whH.
1969-y; rhe;NjhkpYs;s ,sk;FU klj;jpy; NrHe;J jdJ FUj;Jt
gbg;ig Muk;gpj;J>  1971-74 tiu G+e;jky;yp jpU,Uja FUj;Jt
fy;Y}hpapYk; gapd;whH. 1974-y; Nf [p fz;bif my;Nghd;rh Guj;jpy;
jdJ fsg;gzpia epiwNtw;wpdhH. 1978-k; Mz;L nrg;lk;gH
8-k; Njjpad;W jpUnjhz;luhf G+e;jky;yp jpU,Uja FUj;Jt
fy;Y}hpapy; jpUepiyg;gLj;jg;gl;lhH. 1979-k; Mz;L Vg;uy; 2-k;
Njjpad;W rhe;Njhk; Nguhyaj;jpy; nrd;id-kapiy caHkiwkhtl;l
Kd;dhs; Jiz MaH NkjF ikf;Nfy; mf];bd; mth;fshy;
FUthf jpUepiyg;gLj;jg;gl;lhH.

1979-k; Mz;L Kjd; Kiwahf cjtp gq;Fj;je;ijahf Ntg;Nghp
Gdpj #irag ;ghH Myaj ;j pYk ; > 1981-k ; Mz;L cjtp
gq;Fj;je;ijahf #is Gdpj ngyNte;jpuH Myaj;jpYk; xU xU
tUlq;fs; gzpahw;wpdhH;. 1982-k; Mz;L Nf [p fz;bif
my;Nghd;rhGuk; Gdpj NjhikahH Mya gq;fpy;  gq;Fj;je;ijahf
8 tUlq;fs; gzpahw;wpdhH. $Ljyhf jpUj;jzp ,k;khDNty;
Myaj;jpd; gq;Fj;je;ijahfTk; ,uz;L khjq;fs; gzpahw;wpdhH.
1990-k; Mz;L nguts;SH capHj;j Mz;ltH Myaj;jpd;
gq;Fj;je;ijahf 8 tUlq;fs; gzpahw;wpdhH;. gpwF xU tUlk;
tpLKiw vLj;jg;gpd; 1999-k; Mz;L vz;Z}H Gdpj #irag;gH
Myaj;jpd; gq;Fj;je;ijahf 7 tUlq;fs; gzpahw;wpdhH.  2006-k;
Mz;L fhrpNkL Gdpj njurhk;khs; Myaj;jpd;  gq;Fj;je;ijahf
xU tUlk; gzpahw;wpdhH;. 2007-k; Mz;L uhaGuk; tpahFy md;id
Myaj;jpd; gq;Fj;je;ijahf nghWg;Ngw;W 7 tUlq;fs; gzpahw;wp
dhH. 2014-k; Mz;L nrd;id-kapiy cah;kiwkhtl;lj;jpd;
Centralization FOtpd; nrayhsuhf jw;NghJ tiu gzpahw;wp
te;Js;shH. kw;Wk; 2015-k; Mz;L Kjy; #is Gdpj ngyNte;jpud;
Mya gq;fpd; gq;Fj;je;ijahf 5 tUlq;fs; rpwg;ghf gzpahw;wp
te;jhH. cly;ey Fiwthy; 30-05-2020 md;W ,uT 7.00 kzpastpy;
,iwtdb Nrh;e;jhH. mtUila ,Wjp rlq;F 01-06-2020 md;W
y]; fy;yiwapy; NguhaH jiyikapy; eilngw;wJ.

ek; ghrkpF je;ij md;ghdtH. vy;NyhhplKk; md;ghf
goff;$batH. kpfTk; fz;bg;ghf ,Ue;jhYk; kiwKfkhf Vio
vspNahUf;F cjtp nra;tjpy; ty;ytH. je;ij ey;y epHthf jpwik
cs;stH. vy;yhk; ty;y ,iwtd; mz;zhUf;F epj ;jpa
,isghw;wpiaj; mUSk;gbahfTk;> mtiu ,oe;J thLk;; mtuJ
cwtpdUf;Fk;> ekf;Fk; ,iwtd; MWjy; ju Ntz;Lnkd;Wk;
kd;whLNthk;.

IMPORTANT NOTE

WWWWWe remind all the Priests of the Archdiocese of the obligation
of offering three masses each, for the repose of the soul
of  Rev Fr Pascal Petrus (R (R (R (R (Ref: Aref: Aref: Aref: Aref: Arccccchdiocesan Shdiocesan Shdiocesan Shdiocesan Shdiocesan Statuttatuttatuttatuttatutes No.7es No.7es No.7es No.7es No.76 §1).6 §1).6 §1).6 §1).6 §1).

mUs;je;ij gh];fy; ngl;U]; mtHfspd;
,iwtid Nehf;fpa ,Wjpg; gazk;
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