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A’TCM?iS[WP Speks....
Missionary Families: The Way of Saint Joseph

How do we define mission? Traditionally, mission has been
understood as a project of the West sending its missionaries to
evangelise the Global South. In the recent past, however, we have seen
a remarkable reversal in this trend. With the emergence of a ‘global’
Church or ‘world Church’, the vast majority of Christians now belong to
the majority world (formerly known as the third world). As data from
the latest Church Statistical Yearbook (2020) indicates, the number of
Catholics is growing in line with the growth of the world population,
with an increase of 94,000 in Europe, 9.2 million in Africa, 4.5 million
in America, 1.8 million in Asia and 17,7000 in the Oceanic region. It
is not surprising therefore that nearly half of the top 20 mission-sending
countries (catholic and protestant churches) are in the Global South,
including Brazil, India, Congo, the Philippines, and Mexico. This
phenomenon of the younger churches of the Global South sending
missionaries to evangelise the aging European Church, even as the
numbers being sent from the Global North are declining significantly
is termed by missiologists as the “reverse mission”.

In as much as this “sending” and “receiving” in “mission” or in “reverse
mission” could be interpreted as a testimony to the universal nature of
the Church and a sign of our fraternal dependence on each other, it is
important that we reconsider the very notion of mission. It is high time
that we stop approaching mission exclusively in terms of human
(missionaries) resource management. The need of the hour is a much
broader and integral approach. As we celebrate the Year of Saint
Joseph, the patron of the Universal Church, we look to the missionary
families founded by our beloved father Joseph for inspiration. | wish to
underline three ways in which saint Joseph can offer us a fresher
outlook on the way mission is understood and lived.

Firstly, missionary families are the essential agents of
evangelisation: The life and vocation of St Joseph help us to realise
that the primary agents of mission are not exclusively missionaries
(priests or religious) who are sent to preach the Gospel in far and distant
lands. Saint Joseph teaches us that God calls us in the ordinariness of
our lives to witness to the Gospel in the simplicity of our everyday family
lives. Every Christian, whether priests, religious or laity, is “sent”. It is
the duty of every one of us to live in the light of the Gospel, beginning
from our own family. As the Holy Father observes, “God came into the
world in a family. And he could do this because that family was a family
with a heart open to love, a family whose doors were open. In these
times, families are sent as “missionary disciples” (Evangelii Gaudium
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N.120). With this in mind, the family ought to rediscover that it is an
essential agent in evangelization”.

Secondly, the defining characteristics of a missionary family are
generativity and upbringing: The 16" Ordinary General Assembly of
the Synod of Bishops that gathered in 2015 submitted its final report
to the Holy Father entitled, “The Vocation and Mission of the Family in
the Church and in the Contemporary World”. In this report, a special
emphasis is laid on the formation of family, the transmission of life,
and the upbringing of children, which are proposed as important
aspects of the mission of a family. We have a perfect model of such a
missionary family in the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The
Holy Family, as the chosen lieu of incarnation, becomes the meeting
point of divine life and human life. It also becomes the perfect place
of formation and upbringing of the Son of God. As Luke notes in 2:51-
52, “He (Jesus) went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to
them... He grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and
man”. Our families are called to become centres of formation of faith
and the primary sources of transmission of faith and basic human
values today.

Thirdly, missionary families are spiritual building blocks of ecclesial
communion: The report of the Synod also highlights the fact that
through the rediscovery of family prayer, common reflection on the
Word of God, nourishment of the Holy Eucharist and commitment to
charity, our families are called to become building blocks of ecclesial
community. Family holiness, discernment, integration,
accompaniment, and conversion are integral aspects of the mission
of evangelisation and can become a continued living process in our
families.

Saint Joseph accompanies Mary and Joseph in this ‘missionary
process’ by his radical openness to the Word of God, active discernment
of the guidance of God’s providence and accompaniment in difficult
situations. The Challenges facing our family lives can become
opportunities of our missionary engagement when we face them
together in the spirit of the Holy Family and collaborate in this mission-
process. The first day of this month of October, we celebrate the feast
of Saint Teresa of Child Jesus, who along with Saint Francis Xavier is
the patron of the missions. May Saint Joseph inspire us to continue
this reflection and transform our families into missionary families.

With prayerful wishes,
T Most Rev Dr George Antonysamy
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore
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% The Rosary is the Weapon. ~ St Pio

< The Rosary is my favourite prayer. ~ St Pope John Paul Il

% The greatest method of praying is to pray the Rosary. ~ Saint
Francis de Sales

< One day, through the Rosary and the Scapular, Our Lady will
save the world. ~ Saint Dominic

< The Rosary is the most beautiful and the richest in graces of
all prayers; it is the prayer that touches most the Heart of the
Mother of God...and if you wish peace to reign in your homes,
recite the family Rosary. ~ Pope Saint Pius X

< You always leave the Rosary for later, and you end up not
saying it at all because you are sleepy. If there is no other
time, say it in the street without letting anybody notice it. It will,
moreover, help you to have presence of God. ~ St Josemaria

Escriva
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Message of his Holiness Pope Francis
For World Mission Day 2021

“We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once we experience the power of God’s love, and recognize his fatherly
presence in our personal and community life, we cannot help but
proclaim and share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’ relationship
with his disciples and his humanity, as revealed to us in the mystery of
his Incarnation, Gospel and Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to
which God loves our humanity and makes his own our joys and
sufferings, our hopes and our concerns (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22).
Everything about Christ reminds us that he knows well our world and
its need for redemption, and calls us to become actively engaged in
this mission: “Go therefore to the highways and byways, and invite
everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is excluded, no one need feel
distant or removed from this compassionate love.

The experience of the Apostles

The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s own passionate
desire to call and enter into friendly dialogue with everyone, just as
they are (cf. Jn 15:12-17). The Apostles are the first to tell us this; they
remembered even the day and the hour when they first met him: “It
was about four o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Experiencing the
Lord’s friendship, watching him cure the sick, dine with sinners, feed
the hungry, draw near to the outcast, touch the unclean, identify with
the needy, propose the Beatitudes and teach in a new and authoritative
way, left an indelible mark on them, awakening amazement, expansive
joy and a profound sense of gratitude. The prophet Jeremiah describes
this experience as one of a consuming awareness of the Lord’s active
presence in our heart, impelling us to mission, regardless of the
sacrifices and misunderstandings it may entail (cf. 20:7-9). Love is
always on the move, and inspires us to share a wonderful and hope-
filled message: “We have found the Messiah” (Jn 1:41).

With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and experienced that things can
be different. Even now, he has inaugurated future times, reminding us
of an often forgotten dimension of our humanity, namely, that “we
were created for a fulfilment that can only be found in love” (Fratelli
Tutti, 68). A future that awakens a faith capable of inspiring new
initiatives and shaping communities of men and women who, by
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learning to accept their own frailty and that of others, promote fraternity
and social friendship (cf. ibid., 67). The ecclesial community reveals
its splendour whenever it recalls with gratitude that the Lord loved us
first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). “The loving predilection of the Lord surprises us,
and surprise by its very nature cannot be owned or imposed by us...
Only in this way can the miracle of gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift
of self, blossom. Nor can missionary fervour ever be obtained as a
result of reasoning or calculation. To be ‘in a state of mission’ is a
reflection of gratitude” (Message to the Pontifical Mission Societies,
21 May 2020).

Even so, things were not always easy. The first Christians began the
life of faith amid hostility and hardship. Experiences of marginalization
and imprisonment combined with internal and external struggles that
seemed to contradict and even negate what they had seen and heard.
Yet, rather than a difficulty or an obstacle leading them to step back
or close in on themselves, those experiences impelled them to turn
problems, conflicts and difficulties into opportunities for mission.
Limitations and obstacles became a privileged occasion for anointing
everything and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord. Nothing and no
one was to be excluded from the message of liberation.

We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the Apostles, a
book which missionary disciples always have within easy reach. There
we read how the fragrance of the Gospel spread as it was preached,
awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can bestow. The Book of Acts
teaches us to endure hardship by clinging firmly to Christ, in order to
grow in the “conviction that God is able to act in any circumstance,
even amid apparent setbacks” and in the certainty that “all those who
entrust themselves to God will bear good fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium,
279).

The same holds true for us: our own times are not easy. The pandemic
has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty
and the injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked
our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness and
polarization quietly growing in our midst. Those who are most frail
and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. We have experienced
discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been
immune from a growing negativity that stifles hope. For our part,
however, “we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As a result, in our
communities and in our families, we can hear the powerful message
of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: “He is not here, but has
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risen (Lk 24:6)! This message of hope shatters every form of
determinism and, to those who let themselves be touched by it, bestows
the freedom and boldness needed to rise up and seek with creativity
every possible way to show compassion, the “sacramental” of God’s
closeness to us, a closeness that abandons no one along the side of
the road.

In these days of pandemic, when there is a temptation to disguise
and justify indifference and apathy in the name of healthy social
distancing, there is urgent need for the mission of compassion, which
can make that necessary distancing an opportunity for encounter, care
and promotion. “What we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the mercy
we have experienced, can thus become a point of reference and a
source of credibility, enabling us to recover a shared passion for building
“a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time, our energy
and our resources (Fratelli Tutti, 36). The Lord’s word daily rescues
and saves us from the excuses that can plunge us into the worst kind
of skepticism: “Nothing changes, everything stays the same”. To those
who wonder why they should give up their security, comforts and
pleasures if they can see no important result, our answer will always
remain the same: “Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and death and
is now almighty. Jesus Christ is truly alive” (Evangelii Gaudium, 275)
and wants us to be alive, fraternal, and capable of cherishing and
sharing this message of hope. In our present circumstances, there is
an urgent need for missionaries of hope who, anointed by the Lord,
can provide a prophetic reminder that no one is saved by himself.

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can say with complete
conviction: “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to be
put to good use and freely shared with others. Just as the Apostles
saw, heard and touched the saving power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), we
too can daily touch the sorrowful and glorious flesh of Christ. There we
can find the courage to share with everyone we meet a destiny of hope,
the sure knowledge that the Lord is ever at our side. As Christians, we
cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the Church’s evangelizing mission
finds outward fulfilment in the transformation of our world and in the
care of creation.

An invitation to each of us

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day - “We cannot but speak
about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a summons to
each of us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts.
This mission has always been the hallmark of the Church, for “she exists
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to evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith
grows wealk, loses its prophetic power and its ability to awaken amazement
and gratitude when we become isolated and withdraw into little groups.
By its very nature, the life of faith calls for a growing openness to embracing
everyone, everywhere. The first Christians, far from yielding to the
temptation to become an elite group, were inspired by the Lord and his
offer of new life to go out among the nations and to bear witness to what
they had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom of God is at
hand. They did so with the generosity, gratitude and nobility typical of
those who sow seeds in the knowledge that others will enjoy the fruit of
their efforts and sacrifice. | like to think that “even those who are most
frail, limited and troubled can be missionaries in their own way, for
goodness can always be shared, even if it exists alongside many
limitations” (Christus Vivit, 239).

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year on the penultimate
Sunday of October, we recall with gratitude all those men and women
who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal commitment
to be generous and joyful apostles of the Gospel. Let us remember
especially all those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind,
to bring the Gospel to all those places and people athirst for its saving
message.

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are inspired to be courageous
ourselves and to beg “the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into
his harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that the call to mission is not a thing of
the past, or a romantic leftover from earlier times. Today too Jesus needs
hearts capable of experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges
them to go forth to the peripheries of our world as messengers and agents
of compassion. He addresses this call to everyone, and in different ways.
We can think of the peripheries all around us, in the heart of our cities or
our own families. Universal openness to love has a dimension that is not
geographical but existential. Always, but especially in these times of
pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily ability to widen our circle, to
reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us, are not immediately
part of our “circle of interests” (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on mission is to
be willing to think as Christ does, to believe with him that those around us
are also my brothers and sisters. May his compassionate love touch our
hearts and make us all true missionary disciples.

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptized the
desire to be salt and light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 6 January 2021, Solemnity of the Epiphany
of the Lord.
Franciscus
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Liturgical Overview of the Month

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. The Memorial
of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated on October 7. October falls
during the liturgical season known as Ordinary Time, which is
represented by the liturgical colour green. This symbol of hope is the
colour of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of
reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious
resurrection. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.

Vil s

FOCUS OF THE LITURGY

All the Gospels for the Sundays in October 2020 are taken from
St Matthew and are from Year A, Cycle 2.

October 4 This Gospel recounts the parable of the
27%" Ord. Sunday landowner and the vineyard.

October 11 This Gospel recounts the parable of the
28" Ord. Sunday wedding banquet.

October 18 Jesus says “Render to Caesar what is
29" Ord. Sunday Caesar’s”.

October 25 In this Gospel Jesus gives us the greatest
30" Ord. Sunday commandment.

National and Jnternational Days to Remember

01 Oct International Day of Older Persons

02 Oct International Day of Non-Violence

04 Oct World Habitat Day

09 Oct World Post Day

10 Oct World Sight Day

10 Oct World Mental Health Day

11 Oct International Day of the Girl Child

13 Oct International Day for Disaster Reduction

16 Oct World Food Day

17 Oct International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
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Official No’rifica’rions Highlights of the Month

During October, as in all of Ordinary Time (formerly known as Time
After Pentecost), the Liturgy does not focus on one particular mystery
of Christ, but views the mystery of Christ in all its aspects. We follow
the life of Christ through the Gospels, and focus on the teachings and
parables of Jesus and what it means for each of us to be a follower of
Christ. During Ordinary Time we can concentrate more.

02 10 2021  The Guardian Angels

Gandhi Jayanthi - Soliday for the Chancery
04 10 2021 St Francis of Assisi
06 10 2021  Clergy Monthly Recollection at Patoral Centre

07 10 2021  Our Lady of the Holy Rosary ﬁ This month the main liturgical feasts are St Thérése (October

: : (¢ 1), Guardian Angels (October 2), St Faustina (October 5),
15102021 St Teresa of Avila Virg, St Bruno (October 6), Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7), St Callistus
| (October 14), St Teresa of Jesus (October 15), St Hedwig and
St Margaret Mary (October 16), St Ignatius of Antioch (October 17),
St Isaac Jogues, St John de Brébeuf and Companions (October 19),

0110 2021 St Therese of the Child Jesus Virg., - Feast .

17 10 2021  Mission Sunday - Special collection is to be made
in all the Parishes and Institutions and kindly
sent it to the Curia at the earliest

18 10 2021 St Luke, Ev., - Feast

28 10 2021  Sts Simon and Jude, App - Feast
0111 2021  All Saints Day - Solemnity

02 11 2021 All Souls Day - geoliday _/;r the @Lancery

The Chancellor

Prayerful Wishes on Your Birthday

St Paul of the Cross (October 20), St John Paul Il (October 22),
St Anthony Mary Claret (October 24) and Sts Simon and Jude
(October 28).

The feasts of St Francis of Assisi (October 4), St John XXIII (October
11) and St Luke (October 18) are superseded by the Sunday liturgy.

The celebrations of the Church for the month of October are also
wonderful and unique. The feasts of some of the most popular saints
of the universal Church are celebrated during this month: St Therese

Rev Fr Kurian Thomas 08 10 1942 the Little Flower (France), St Francis of Assisi (Italy) and St Teresa of
Rev Fr Isaac Paul V 08 10 1983 Avila (Spain). These saints come from different countries, and in
Rev Fr Joe Nirmal P A 08 10 1991 honouring these saints we can include cultural dishes or activities from
Rev Fr Edward Antonyraj J 10 10 1980 each country to make the feast day even more special. Read more
Rev Fr J h Vi 11 10 1959 about the lives of these saints. Perhaps the family can pick one virtue
ev Fr Joseph Victor that each saint practiced well and try to implement it.
Rev Fr Edward Selvaraj J 13 10 1969
Rev Fr Joseph Amalraj D 13 10 1988 ) The fe?;iStZ in October ilsg inﬁlulde twohof Lhe most populf;\lr, tlilm:e-
onoure evotions o atholics, the devotion to the Holy
Rev Fr Sekar N . 16 10 1985 Rosary (October 7) and the Guardian Angels (October 2). In October
Rev Fr Thomas Simon 1810 1943 2002 our Holy Father John Paul Il wrote the Apostolic Letter Rosarium
Rev Fr Alexander A 20 10 1988 Virginis Mariae (the Rosary of the Virgin Mary).” This letter introduced
Rev Fr Belavendiram G 23 10 1955 five (r:SV\J/ mysttEriest,. callgdt:]heJLu(;nino(l;s) j>r Mysterlifes of I;igrlt,twhicr:
are esus’ Baptism in the Jordan, esus’ self-manifestation a
Rev Fr Raymond Pe'.cer 25101972 the wedding of Cana, (3) Proclamation of the Kingdom of God, with
Rev Fr Anthuvan Akilan 26 10 1978 the call to conversion, (4) the Transfiguration, and (5) the Institution of
Rev Fr Maria Delasal 27 10 1976 the Eucharist. Try to make a more concerted effort to pray the Rosary
Rev Fr Arul Mani Josephraj 30 10 1980 together as a family during the mon.th of Ogtober, read the Apostolic
Rev Fr Anth s . 3110 196 Letter to understand the beauty of this devotion more deeply, and pray
ev Fr Anthony Sebastian 5 the new Luminous mysteries. October 16 is known as “Pope Day” on
Rev Fr Jacob Albert L 3110 1976 which we celebrate the gift of the papacy and our current pope.
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Every person has a guardian angel assigned to them, and October
the Church celebrates the role of these Guardian Angels. We should
show devout gratitude to God for placing these angels at our service.
Having a guardian should give us confidence during all of life’s
difficulties. Every Catholic should know the Angele Dei (Angel of God)
prayer and pray it often. The Directory on Popular Piety suggests that
families pray it at morning and evening prayers or after the Angelus.

Angel of God, my guardian dear,

to whom God’s love commits me here,
ever this day (or night), be at my side,
to light and guard, to rule and guide.

Amen.
Necrology

Rev Fr Joseph Parampet 01 10 1989
Rev Fr T Baliah 09 10 1974
Rev Fr C Thomas Joseph 12 10 2020
Rev Fr L Arumainathan 13 10 1987
Rev Fr Joseph P D’Souza 18 10 2006
Rev Fr Thomas Varikatt 21 10 2005
Rev Fr Rajappa Bangaru 23 10 2000
Rev Fr A Gnanaprakasam 26 10 2015
Rev Fr C Vallabanathan 27 10 1991
Rev Fr Joseph Madathil 31 10 1987

CWZa.y ilt,ei-r souls rest in peace.’

Congratulation and Prayer Wishes

On behalf of The Indian seafarer’s welfare organization, and the entire
fraternity of seafarers, Maritime community Rev Fr B Anthony, Former
Chennai port Chaplain Apostleship of the sea (Stella Maris) has been
awarded for his outstanding and remarkable services rendered during
the Covid-19 pandemic time to the seafarers and their families on the
World Maritime Day 2021 celebrations at seafarers Club, Chennai on
23-09-2021 at 6.00 pm by our Honourable guest of Honour Dr Tamilisai
Soundararajan, Honourable Governor of Telangana and Lt Governor of

Puducherry.
Dr Babu Mailan

Chairman - ISWOT

jngam@q 13 OCTOBER 2021

News from the Church

1. Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski (1901-81) and Elizabeth (R6za)
Czacka (1876-1961) were beatified in Poland on September 12, 2021.
As Primate of Poland from 1948 to 1981, Blessed Wyszynski
shepherded the Church during an era of Communist persecution;
Blessed Czacka founded the Franciscan Sisters, Servants of the Cross.
“Both were familiar with the Cross first-hand. Cardinal Wyszynski, the
Primate of Poland, who was arrested and imprisoned, was always a
courageous Pastor according to the heart of Christ and a herald of
freedom and human dignity,” Pope Francis said. “Sister Elizabeth, who
as a young girl lost her sight, devoted her whole life to assisting the
blind. May the example of these new Blesseds encourage us to
transform darkness into light with the power of love.”

2. Pope Francis addressed to the families taking part in Italian
Catholics’ 14" National Pilgrimage of Families for the Family on
September 13, 2021. The pilgrimage took place in 20 Marian shrines
across ltaly. The Pope encouraged families to be united in prayer and
the Word of God and to go out to serve the poor and the marginalized
in charity and fraternity.

3. India’s Catholic bishops have joined top politicians and activists
to mourn the death of veteran Congress party leader and former federal
minister Oscar Fernandes on September 13, 2021. Fernandes, 80,
died in a hospital in his hometown Mangalore city in southern India,
where he was undergoing treatment after a fall in July. Fernandes had
served as a federal minister of road transport and highways, besides
overseeing a number of portfolios such as statistics and program
implementation, overseas Indian affairs, youth, and sports affairs, and
labour and employment during the previous United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) regime during 2004-14. “| often interacted with Fernandes and
always felt he put the interests of the people as a priority. He was
genuinely selfless,” Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay
and president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India in
a condolence message. He said Fernandes was “a staunch Catholic”
who “always upheld Gospel values in public.” The Catholic Church had
lost “an important interlocutor” who was a “friend to even his critics,”
said John Dayal, an activist and spokesperson of the All India Catholic
Union (AICU).

4. India’s top court has agreed to examine amendments made to a
federal law that regulates foreign funding into the country after
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non-government organizations (NGOs) argued the changes hampered
charity work. The Supreme Court, however, refused to stay the
implementation of the law—Foreign Contribution Regulation
(Amendment) Act (FCRA), 2020. Catholic Church is one of the
beneficiaries of contributions from foreign sources for its charity works.
A three-member bench headed by Justice A M Khanwilkar on
September 7, 2021 admitted the petitions challenging stringent
provisions of the amended FCRA and directed the federal government
to file its response within three weeks. The next hearing is on
October 5, 2021.

5. Catholics in India have welcomed the decision of Swiss Guards to
accommodate female soldiers. The Swiss Guards, the world’s smallest
army with just 140 soldiers, have faithfully protected popes for more
than 500 years. The army was formed in 1506. Recruits must be single,
practicing Catholics of Swiss nationality, aged between 19 and 30.
They must serve for a minimum of two years, protecting the Pope and
standing ramrod straight in sentry boxes outside St Peter’s Basilica.
They are now building new barracks within the Vatican to accommodate
female soldiers.

6. The Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) has appointed
coordinators for education, health, social service and media
apostolates. The appointment was made during the conference’s 87"
executive committee meeting held September 21-22, 2021.. Salesian
Father Joseph Manipadam, currently the coordinator for Education and
Culture of Don Bosco Youth Animation for South Asia, is appointed the
education coordinator. He was the former executive secretary of the
Office for Education and Culture under the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India, the national body bishops from Latin, Syo-Malabar and Syro-
Malankara Churches. He is a member of the Salesian province of St
John Bosco, Kolkata. Father Prakash Sagili from Cuddapah diocese in
Andhra Pradesh is appointed the coordinator for the health apostolate.
He was the former associate director of St John’s National Institute of
Health Sciences, Bengaluru and the national director of Young Christian
Students and Young Students Movement.

Father Bipin Kumar Pani, currently the regional director of social
service of Jharkhand Bishops’ Council, is appointed the social
apostolate coordinator. He belongs to the Jamshedpur diocese and
holds an MBA with specialization in Rural Management from the Xavier
Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar, and a diploma in Integrated
Rural Development from Searsolin, Xavier University, Philippines.
Father Cyril Victor Joseph from the Archdiocese of Bangalore has been
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appointed the media coordinator. He is currently the secretary for the
Commission for Social Communication and Director of Paalanaa
Bhavan of the Archdiocese of Bangalore. He holds a licentiate and a
doctorate in Institutional Communication from the Pontifical University
of the Holy Cross in Rome and has worked for the EWTN TV in Alabama,
USA. The newly appointed coordinators will assist the conference in
their respective areas and network with the 132 dioceses and religious
congregations of the Latin Church in India.

7. The Conference of Catholic Bishops’ of India (CCBI) has established
a Bioethics Forum and appointed Father Christopher Vimalraj from
the Archdiocese of Bangalore as its first director. Bioethics is generally
understood to refer to the ethical implications and applications of the
health-related life sciences. The decision to establish the Bioethics
Forum was taken during the 87" Executive Committee meeting of the
CCBI, held September 20-21, 2021. The forum will work under the
CCBI Commission for Theology and Doctrine. Jesuit Archbishop Felix
Toppo of Ranchi, chairman of the CCBI Commission for Theology and
Doctrine, will be head the forum. The forum is a consultative forum
that engages with moral questions arising in clinical practice,
biomedical research and public policy on healthcare issues, through a
person-centered bioethical approach. The forum will engage in scholarly
dialogue with healthcare workers, bioethicists, lawyers and theologians.
It will also seek to study the implications of the teachings of the Catholic
Church for the fields of medical practice and public policy.

* Obituary

Mr P Martin, aged 73, elder brother of Rev Fr Francis Michael, Parish
Priest of St Luke’s Church, Anna Nagar passed away on 19" September
2021. The funeral Mass held on 20-09-2021 at Mater Dolorosa Church,
Royapuram. The Archdiocese expresses its heartfelt condolences to
Rev Fr Francis Michael and his family members.

CWZ(I lL’LS SO‘L/LZ Vesi ’L‘VL eace /
Yy b

Ovrdination Anniversaries

Rev Fr Jacob MV
Rev Fr Anthony Swamy A

01 10 1984
26 10 1974

@ongratulaiions and Qra.ye%tl wishes!
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| Catechists are evangelizers who transmit the Eucharist they live
g y
| Pope to sick and elderly priests: You are bearers of dreams
: charged with memory
| > Abortion is murder, the Church must be close and
| compassionate, not political
| > Access to safe drinking water is a basic human right
| > Pope to lay associations: Be aware of the Apostolic power you
| have
e family is alive in prayer, Word of God and service
| The family is alive i Word of God and i
quality in Christ overcomes our differences
| > Equality in Christ diff
| Caring for God’s creation requires commitment
: Healing of the heart begins with listening
|
e
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Commitment to peace needed more than ever
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XViI ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BiISHiOPS
“FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION"

Pope Francis, on the 24 April 2021, approved a new synodal
programme for the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops. Initially the Synod, “For a synodal Church: communion,
participation and mission,” was hoped to commence in the month of
October 2022. The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops has
proposed new method for the journey toward the Synod.

This path toward the celebration of the Synod comprises of three
phases, between October 2021 and October 2023, a diocesan phase
and a continental phase that will give life to two different Instrumentum
Laboris, and finally a conclusive phase at the level of the Universal
Church.

The Synod of Bishops is the dynamic point of convergence that calls
for mutual listening to the Holy Spirit at every level of the Church'’s life
(cf. Address of His Holiness, Pope Francis, Ceremony Commemorating
the 50™ anniversary of the institution of the Synod of Bishops, 17
October 2015). The articulation of the different phases of the synodal
process will help to make possible a true listening to the People of God
to ensure the participation of all in the synodal process. It is not just
an event, but also a process that involves in synergy the People of
God, the College of Bishops and the Bishop of Rome, each according
to their proper function. The journey toward the XVI Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops will follow the following path.

- Opening of the Synod (October 2021)

The opening of the Synod will take place in the Vatican and in every
diocese. The Holy Father in the Vatican will inaugurate this synodal
path: 9-10" October. Under the guidance of the local bishop, each
diocese will open with the same celebration on Sunday 17* October.

- Diocesan Phase (October 2021 - April 2022)

The objective of this phase is to consult the People of God (cf.
Episcopalis Communio, 5,2) so that the synodal process is carried out
through listening to all of the baptised, who are the subject of the sensus
fidei - infallible -in credendo.

The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops

The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops will send a
Preparatory Document, accompanied by a Questionnaire and a
Vademecumwith proposals forconsultation in each local church.

Smyaga 21 OCTOBER 2021

The Dicasteries of the Roman Curia, the Union of Superiors General
- International Union Superiors General (USG - UISG) and other Unions
and Federations of Consecrated life, international lay movements, and
University / Faculties of Theology will also receive this Document.

Dioceses (local churches) and Episcopal Conferences or other
corresponding bodies

Each bishop will appoint a diocesan contact person (and eventually
a team) for the synodal consultation; they shall be a point of reference
and link with theEpiscopalConference. They will accompany all the
stages of the consultation process in thelocalchurch. (Before October
2021) Each Episcopal Conference will also appoint a contact person
(and eventually a team) responsible for liaising with both diocesan
officials and with the General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops.
(Before October 2021)

Dioceses

Consultation in the particular Churches will include those groups of
participation as envisioned in Episcopalis Communio, without excluding
other modalities deemed appropriate for the consultation to be real
and effective (cf. Episcopalis Communio, 6). Consultation with the
People of God in each particular Church will conclude witha pre-synodal
meeting, which will be the culmination of diocesan discernment. After
the conclusion of the diocesan phase, each particular Church will
submit their contributions to their Episcopal Conference on a date
determined by the Episcopal Conference itself. The Eastern Churches
will submit their contributions to their corresponding bodies.

Episcopal Conferences or corresponding bodies

A period of discernment will begin for bishops gathered in an
assembly (Episcopal Conference). They will listen to what the Spirit
has inspired in the churches entrusted to them. Participants in the
drafting process of the synthesis include the contact person of the
Episcopal Conference with regard to the synodal process and their
team, as well as those representatives elected to participate in the
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod, following their ratification by
the Holy Father. This synthesis will be sentto the General Secretariat
for the Synod of Bishops along with the contributions of eachof the
local churches. (Before April 2022)

Other contributions

The Dicasteries of the Roman Curia, the Universities / Faculties of
Theology, the Union of Superiors General / International Union
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Superiors General (USG/UISG) and other Unions and Federations of
Consecrated life, and international lay movements, shall also provide
their own contributions to the General Secretariat of the Synod of
Bishops. (Before April 2022)

General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops

The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops will proceed with
the drafting of the firstinstrumentum Laboris. (Before September of
2022)

- Continental Phase (September 2022 - March 2023)

The purpose of this phase is to promote dialogue at the continental
level about the textof the first InstrumentumLaboris and deepen
discernmentwithin the specific cultural context of each continent.

General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops

The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops will publish and
release the firstinstrumentum Laboris. (September of 2022)

International Reunions of Episcopal Conferences

Each International Reunion of Episcopal Conferences will also appoint
a contact person to liaise with both the Episcopal Conferences and the
General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops. (Before September 2022)

Pre-synodaldiscernment in the continental Assemblies.The criteria
for the participation of the residential bishops and other members of
the People of God is to be established.

The Assemblies will conclude with the drafting of a final document
to be sent to the General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops. (March
2023)

General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops

The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops will proceed to draft
the secondinstrumentum Laboris. (Before June 2023)

- Universal Church Phase (October 2023)
The General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops will send the second

Instrumentum Laboristo the participants of the Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.

Celebration of the Synod of Bishops will take place in Rome according
to the norms established in the Apostolic Constitution Episcopalis
Communio. (October 2023)
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BACKGROUND AND PLAN TO PREPARE FOR THE
SYNOD OF BISHOPS 2023
(BY FRANCIS GONSALVES, $))

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
CCBI COMMISSION FOR THEOLOGY & DOCTRINE

On October 17, 2020, in his ‘Address’ at the ceremony
commemorating the 50" Anniversary of the institution of the ‘Synod
of Bishops’, Pope Francis said: “From the beginning of my ministry as
Bishop of Rome [2013], | sought to enhance the Synod, which is one
of the most precious legacies of the Second Vatican Council.”

As VC Il was drawing to a close, on Sept. 15, 1965, seeking to promote
the precious legacy of the Council, St Pope Paul VI, issued a Motu Proprio
‘Apostolica Sollicitudo’ which stated:

The Ecumenical Council gave Us the idea of permanently establishing
a special Council of bishops, with the aim of providing for a continuance
after the Council of the great abundance of benefits that We have been
so happy to see flow to the Christian people during the time of the
Council as a result of Our close collaboration with the bishops.

This “great abundance of benefits” has nourished Holy Mother, the
Church, for more than five decades through the various Synods of
Bishops after the Council. Now, to ensure that the gains and gifts of
Synods are truly shared by all God’s people, in his Apostolic Constitution
‘Episcopalis Communio’ of September 15, 2018, Pope Francis wrote:

The Synod of Bishops must increasingly become a privileged
instrument for listening to the People of God: For the Synod Fathers
we ask the Holy Spirit first of all for the gift of listening: to listen to
God, that with him we may hear the cry of the people; to listen to the
people until breathing in the desire to which God calls us.

Pope Francis further describes this “gift of listening” as: “a mutual
listening in which everyone has something to learn. The faithful people,
the college of bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all listening to each other,
and all listening to the Holy Spirit.” His convoking of the XVI Ordinary
General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for October 2023 on the
theme “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission”
aims at fostering this “mutual listening”.

Pope Francis appointed His Eminence Cardinal Mario Grech, as the
General Secretary of the Secretariat for organizing the 2023 Synod.
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On May 21, 2021, on the eve of Pentecost, Cardinal Grech published a
letter ‘Synodus Episcoporum’, outlining the reason, scope and dynamics
of the Synod.

The synodal “journeying together” will begin both in the Vatican and
in the local churches. The synodal process will be conducted at three
levels, namely, (i) diocesan, (ii) continental and (iii) universal. The
Official Opening with Pope Francis will be in the Vatican on October
9-10, 2021, with a time for reflection, prayers and the celebration of
the Eucharist. Thereafter, on October 16-17, 2021, local diocesan
bishops will open the synodal process in their own dioceses with a
special Eucharistic celebration and prayers.

By way of procedure, as a first step, each bishop is requested to
appoint a “diocesan contact person” for the synodal consultation, who
can act as a liaison and point of reference. Secondly, in consultation
with the bishop, this ‘diocesan contact person’ can form a team to
ensure that ‘mutual listening’, discernment and discussions take place
at the diocesan level of deaneries and parishes. The criteria for choosing
‘contact persons’ and their teammates could include their capability,
personality, motivation, experience in similar work and acceptability
to both lay faithful and clergy.

The success of the Synod will depend on the extent to which the
voices of all God’s people— lay faithful, families, youth, women, clergy,
religious, etc.—are heard, prayed over, and taken back to the Synods
at the diocesan, conference, continental and universal levels.

As of now, it would help to read and reflect upon the documents that
we have already received dealing with Synods and Synodality. The
subject matters for discussion and the questions are being formulated
and finalized by the Secretariat for the Synod. We should be receiving
these shortly and | shall keep you informed. Let us put our full trust in
God and surrender to God’s Spirit who will unfailingly lead us onward
in our synodal ‘journeying together’.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention - October 2021

Intention for Evangelization: Missionary Disciples - We pray that
every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to
the mission, by being withesses of a life that has the flavour of the
Gospel.

pHAsLIZ SnellyssTer Crrésb: pHOFUES SiPlelliumeny Semmest
S jmer - BHOFWHUTTT Hemeu Q&mewiL eunpEenaullest srlfsenms
BmuugeaT cpeud, FHUPWEGL GUDD @aIGaT® BU®BL BHAFLS
Sinleillfled FEULBeuswi(BLD eT6tTm BTLD C&FLN&EEMTLD.
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PRAYER FOR THE THE SYNOD:
ADSUMUS SANCTE SPIRITUS

We stand before you, Holy Spirit,

as we gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go and

how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinfub
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down
the wrong pa+k nor

par'l'ialiiy inﬂuence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together
to eternal life and not stray
from the way of truth
and what is right.

All this we ask of You,

who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,

forever and ever.

Amen.
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Ipuisk IDFIDOFHD & @D BENGIOr L0 Archbishop’s Engagements - October 2021

g SyeiunBy! 041021 M Confirmation Sembium
B wg SwOLIUWTEY S 1guieTom s 6T 051021 M Visitors by Appointment Abp’s House
Bitsn &g Smayps KHSEGpD: 061021 M Clergy Monthly Recollection Pastoral Centre
. . E First Holy Communion & Confirmation Manavala Ngr
BT @aeour 0L B0 SIEIHENAT  GuLfisL FFHd S LgUIGHIT.
. . . . .. .. 071021 M Consultors’ Meeting Abp’s House
i Bmwmsmer i ourggn  ScloumssTTs  rAmD.
EIEIEGST  oGUeUUIGY  UweERTEs Baustien  srETUnEULE, E Confirmation Kilachery
Siuemfuicy, sroucurg GlEm_ihgl UweRTEHS Bousr g 081021 M \Visitors by Appointment Abp’s House
SIATUSDHU[ HMIGAEHES HHNE STggh. 10-12 TNBC Half Yearly Meeting Poondi
131021 Visit Velankanni
MITEISGT  UGUGTRTITH6T, @HmapsT e H6T, 16 10 21 M Visitors by Appointment Abp’s House
QU SHATIOSMUL - 5 B 55T S GUT 1 181021 M Inauguration of the Synod Cathedral
i1 i & &I 10.
CTTHmEneIE TH B E Confirmation Kodambakkam
UMEHU T GHET GIEI&HGT LlEFGU & 6T
. . . .. . . 191021 M Confirmation Perambur
Bumblsmarommrssurminn LDlsmmg] &M &S k.
201021 E Feast of Our Lady of Mylapore
@ fBou  Grh GO I &GN s, & Car Procession Cathedral
9 G snI0WITATEIN, 1§ GT gL GT 211021 E Confirmation Thiruninravur
urEnEUEIRESl AIGUSTIOGY, 221021 M Visitors by Appointment Abp’s House
EIMEIHGT  CHENRTGU D ST NG 600T g1 251021 E Nuptial Mass Santhome
MEnGY GuTganey  Bem&sU  uvwsRiiBumams. E Spiritual Conference - Propaedeutic
Seminary Santhome
Bms o ST gdsneT el cumin
261021 M Visitors by Appointment Abp’s House

FEmswTn SBopularmglh  HiH0SRTTIN

@BwaBoureh srsGlmsiT g QTR E Decennial Anniversary of Don

SIAmTEED  sreueil Sifeynd GlEwsumrimi Guanella’s Canonization Poonamallee
8 jhewmn  wRTmEgESHTEmTID. 271021 E Rite of Initiation - SHS Poonamallee
281021 M Conferral of Ministries - SHS Poonamallee

Siblincr.
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